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END OF A DECADE 


SIDE FROM the nostalgia that 

usually attaches to the remem- 
brance of days passed and the aware- 
nes of the final irrevocability of the 
years gone by, there is hardly any sad- 
ness involved in bidding good bye to 
the late lamentable thirties. It is 
highly doubtful whether anyone will 
shed many tears for this decade except 
for the above highly sentimental 
reasons. 

History has a way of ignoring the 
calendar and events do not always ar- 
range themselves neatly in ten year 
packages. But in the present case the 
decade of the thirties was almost tailor- 
made as a historical unit, except for a 
minor overlapping of about three 
months at each one of its ends. The 
great depression began (officially) in 
October 1929 while the present war 
broke out (also officially) in Septem- 
ber of this year. 

At first there was dismay. How 
could this happen to us, here, in the 
United States? For the fumes of the 
“mad twenties” were still in our heads. 
Then there grew the realization that it 
was not a grim joke, this depression, 
but something very real and enduring, 
something that lasts for years and 
grinds people down to a state where it 
is almost impossible to recognize them. 
And many arose in the morning, grey 
with this realization. 


There was also promise—a vague 
promise of something undefined that 
was about to happen, that would dis- 
pel the gloom. What it was, no one 
knew for sure but people spoke about 
it, at first in whispers and later in 
louder voices. They talked about it in 
polite society carefully pronouncing 
new and insufficiently digested phrases 
concerning planning, planned economy 
that comes in slices of five or three or 
eight years. The ergs and joules of 
technocracy also had their brief inning. 

On the street corners and on the 
park benches there were rumors of the 
vague promise. Now and then some- 
one would come up to a group talking 
and listen for a while and then deliver 
himself of an apocalyptic message: 
“Before the year is over somethin’ is 
gonna happen; I tell ya, somethin’ is 
gonna happen before the turn of the 
year.” But beyond this veiled predic- 
tion, the strangers could say nothing. 

So we sold apples and cut down the 
budget and moved to cheaper quarters 
and went on WPA. But the vague 
promise did not materialize. The 
years came and went and with them 
came clouds of dust drifting out of the 
West and disquieting news from the 
continent beyond the ocean drifted in 
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from the East and the two remained 
suspended in the air, a depressing pall 
that made us feel as strangers where- 
ever we went. 

There is not much more to say about 
the thirties for nearly everything else 
that happened was merely a variation 
on the same theme, and seeing no way 
out and feeling trapped, ever so many 
repented and turned in meek submis- 
sion to old values that were formerly 
discarded even as they again put on the 
old clothes they had thrown away in 
more prosperous days. Many a city 
man was driven by need back to the 
farm and many a radical discovered the 
virtues of democracy—even the bour- 
geois variety. Many a Jew suddenly 
felt the cold winds of discrimination 
and sought to warm for himself a 


corner among his own kind. 

But there was no comfort gained and 
deep within himself each one knew 
that the end was not yet and that 
things could not go on forever as they 
were. And thus, when on the quiet 
Sunday morning of September 3 the 
newsboys disturbed the outward calm 
with the announcement of the outbreak 
of war, we felt that the decade had met 
its death to the sound of bursting 
shells. : 

Will the forties fulfill the promise 
people dreamed of? To answer this 
question would mean getting involved 
in the dangerous game of prophesying, 
and the above was only intended as a 
not very enthusiastic wave of the hand 
in farewell to the unloved thirties. 

S. K. 
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THERE IS FORCE IN PROTESTS 
O* WEDNESDAY, December 13, a mass 


protest demonstration against the barbarisms 
perpetrated on Polish Jewry will be held at the 
Madison Square Garden in New York City. This 
meeting is being arranged by the American Jewish 
Congress and the Jewish Labor Committee and 
many other organizations have already pledged 
their support to it. There is no doubt in our minds 
that the meeting will be well attended and will re- 
flect the sense of horror with which we have been 
watching the developments in Poland. For all 
Jews and all civilized persons have squirmed with 
shame and pain at the reports of the bestialities of 
the Nazi invaders of Poland which have sifted 
through the rigid censorship imposed on all news 
emanating from that country. This meeting will 
at last give voice to those feelings which have been 
choking every Jewish man and woman these past 
three months. 


The protest demonstration will take place on 
December 13, fourteen weeks after the Nazi in- 
vasion began, fourteen long weeks of slaughter 
and rapine and the shooting of old men on un- 
founded charges of sniping at German soldiers. 
Fourteen weeks of spoliation and starvation and 
brutal herding of masses of Jews from all parts of 
Germany and Poland into a “reservation”. Why 
did such a long time have to pass before a simple 
act of protest, such as this meeting will be, could be 
organized? It is true, there were indignant edit- 
orials in the Jewish press and scattered speeches 
and sermons but no recognized organization, 
nationally representative of a large section of the 
Jewish community, saw its way clear during all 
these agonized weeks to take the elementary step 
of calling a large number of Jews together to ex- 
press the bitterness that fills their hearts and to 
give vent to their abomination-of the Nazi regime. 

We know all the answers that can be given. 
We know that “practical” people will “‘adequately 
prove” that protest meetings are of no value. For 
who will heed another protest meeting, or a dozen 
of them, at this time? Certainly the Nazi regime 
will not be intimidated by twenty or even a hun- 
dred thousand Jews at a protest meeting in New 
York or any other city. And the United States 
government has already shown its displeasure with 
Germany and has withdrawn its ambassador. 
What more can be done now, these practical 
people will ask, and of what avail is it to meet in 
protest? 


But knowing all these answers as we do, we still 
do not see that they have any direct bearing on the 
question. It may well be true that in this era of 
war, invasion of small countries and oppression 
of weak peoples, protests are of no value so far as 
immediate results are concerned. But the reckon- 
ing has to go beyond the question of immediate re- 
sults. very public protest against brutality has 
its own kind of practical result in the strengthening 
of the morale of the people. For the moment we 
become inured to barbarism and learn to take it al- 
most as an inevitable matter of course, we will 
have lost a good share of both our inner integrity 
and our ability to render actual assistance. 

There is a great danger that the constant impact 
of the news reaching us daily will dull our senses 
and lead to a state of weariness and moral resigna- 
tion. Already the symptoms of this disease are ap- 
parent in the readiness of so many people to pass 
by such news with a sigh and a shrug of the shoul- 
ders—what can we do? Should such feelings of 
apathy and impotence gain the upper hand, that 
would be the greatest calamity that we have been 
faced with yet. There is this tendency, and it has 
to be fought with every means. And one of the 
most useful and effective means is to organize the 
masses for the expression of their feelings instead 
of allowing their just bitterness and indignation to 
dissipate itself in a sense of futility. 


It is true, there is so much savagery and malice 
and injustice in the world today that time will 
hardly suffice for all the needed protests. It seems 
as if the only thing an honest man can do today is 
cry out against the tide of cruelty that is engulfing 
such a large part of humanity. Yet it must be 
done and time must be found for the condemnation 
of all tyrannies, for each week passed in silence 
only serves to undermine the faith of the people in 
themselves and to make them acquiesce to events 
in fatalistic submission. 


BOMBS FROM UTOPIA 
HEN THE Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 


publics was formed in 1922, each republic 
was granted the right of freely seceding from the 
Soviet Union. This provision was wholly in ac- 
cord with Bolshevik theory which stressed the 
right of small nations to self-determination. 
Lenin in particular had been the outspoken cham- 
pion of the independence of national groups—so 
much so that the Bolshevik party had been accused 
by its enemies of seeking the dismemberment of 
Russia. Among the “deviations” that came up for 
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thorough lashings at Communist Party confer- 
ences, was that of “Great. Russian chauvinism” or 
“dominant-nation policy”. This heresy was con- 
sidered as villainous a straying from the party line, 
as “local bourgeois nationalism”. In proof of 
Bolshevik solicitude for national self-determina- 


tion, the twelfth Congress of the Communist Party~ 


held in 1923, indulged in much exposing of “‘devi- 
ators” on the national question, and none other 
than Comrade Stalin called for a determined 
fight against them. 

And now we have Finland! With a revolting 
aping of the familiar Nazi technique of adding in- 
sult to injury, the great “socialist” state has in- 
vaded its tiny democratic neighbor. When the 
bald fact is in itself so sickening, one wonders what 
purpose is served by dishing it up in a nauseating 
sauce of lies and slander. Why the vilification of 
the proposed victim, the palpable and ludicrous 
falsities? Does the Daily Worker really believe 
that it helps matters by flaunting headlines about 
“invading Finns”? Does gutter-abuse of those to 
be massacred make the business more palatable? 
The Russian public naturally, may be fed any fic- 
tion by the controlled press, but on what basis are 
reports, obviously composed for outside consump- 
tion, concocted? Why does Molotov still prate 
about respecting Finland’s “independence”? Why 
the elaborate comedy of a “democratic” Finnish 
puppet state which cheerfully signs over everything 
that Russia wants? Why this horrible mockery of 
concepts dear to every believer in socialism? A 
Moscow agency is set up on the Finnish border and 
this is hailed as the advance of democracy and 
socialism. The brutal seizure of ports and ter- 
ritories from a small country is labelled defense of 
the Socialist fatherland against capitalist machina- 
tion. 

It is terrible enough when the Nazis perpetrate 
monstrosities in the name of their beliefs. The 
tenets of “blood” and “‘race’’ are stern Molochs in 
whose honor blood must be shed and slavery im- 
posed on lesser breeds. But that bombs should 
fall from Utopia, that women and children should 
be machine-gunned from the sky of socialism, is an 
added bitterness. 

The gallant defense put up by the Finns com- 
plicates the situation. Russia no longer has any 
moral credit to lose; but she still has her military 
prestige to worry about. Russia cannot afford to 
let a nation of four million put up too stiff a stand. 
Already the fact that the Finns were not instantly 
overwhelmed and that Russians have been cap- 
tured has raised doubts about the talents of the 
Russian soldier and the efficacy of Stalin’s machine. 
The greater the valor of the Finnish soldier fight- 
ing for his independence, the more savagely, in all 
likelihood, will Russia bomb and gas the little 
country into submission. The parachute jumpers, 
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whom we watched floating gracefully through the 
air in Soviet news-reels, have found a worthy an. 
tagonist. They have had their debut in Finland. 
Soviet Russia has been “‘deviating”’ pretty stead. 
ily from the original tenets of the revolution. It 
has reached a nadir in the present “deviation”. 


DISTURBING NEWS FROM LONDON 


hi cogging NEWS have again been com- 
ing out of London to the effect that the 
Colonial office intends to implement the White 
Paper with new legislation that would severely af- 
fect our work in Palestine. Under the present 
dificult conditions of communication with coun- 
tries that are at war, it is hard to know in what 
measure these reports are correct, but it is not 
impossible that we may soon be confronted with 
new and unpleasant surprises touching the already 
involved and discredited Palestine policies of the 
British government. 


During all the weeks since the war broke out 
the British government has studiously refrained 
from assuming any definite commitments to the 
Jewish people. But it is also quite possible that 
certain English ruling circles will, even now, cling 
to a line of Realpolitik so far as past obligations 
of England to the Jews are concerned. This 
“realistic” line of thinking is expressed in the 
formula that because of the present line up of 
forces in which England is opposed to Germany, 
Jews are historically forced to side with Britain, 
no matter what wrongs England may commit. 

If England will at present pass legislation limit- 
ing Jewish purchases of land in Palestine — a 
measure which is also against the interests and 
the desires of the Arabs—it would no doubt be 
a blow to our hopes in that country. The economic 
limitations would in fact amount to relegation of 
the Jews in Palestine to the status of second rate 
citizens. Such a measure passed at the present 
time would make it immeasurably more difficult 
for us to negotiate for broader rights and op- 
portunities after the war. 

We will have to face this danger seriously with- 
in the coming weeks and do all in our power to 
prevent it. For although we feel morally obligated 
at present to refrain from any step that may 
“embarrass” the government that is at war with 
Hitlerism, there are nevertheless limits which 
may not be passed. 

This may not be the right time to demand clear 
and binding declarations from the British govern- 
ment. But the British must be made to understand 


clearly that neither is this the time for new decrees | 


against Jews. It must be borne in mind that the 
White Paper is still not a legally binding docu- 
ment. The League of Nations Council and As- 
sembly have not approved it, nor is there a like- 
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lihood that under present circumstances these 
bodies will have an opportunity to meet and pass 
on the White Paper. It should also be remem- 
bered that the Mandates Commission of the 
League, which did discuss the White Paper, re- 
fused its consent to that document. 

Palestine is not a part of the British empire and 
the enforcement of the White Paper at the pres- 
ent time would be an unathorized act opposed to 
all those principles of international right for which 
England avowedly is engaged in a bloody war. 


REVISIONIST "FRONTS" 
HE LETTER by Mrs. Bert Goldstein con- 


cerning the new outburst of activities by the 
Revisionist groups in America which is printed on 
page 26 in this issue of the JEWISH FRONTIER is 
almost self explanatory. Under the guise of in- 
nocent front organizations, “non-partisan” publica- 
tions and militant verbiage, Revisionist leadership 
is attempting to gain the adherence and financial 
support of many Jews in America whose interest 
in Jewish life is of recent origin, and whose knowl- 
edge about movements and trends in it is as ele- 
mentary as their minds are gullible and hearts are 
generous. 

This new appeal goes forth to English speaking 
Jews, for among them are found the best candi- 
dates for recruiting and collection of money. The 
Yiddish speaking masses are by this time wise to 
the activities of the Revisionists; hence this con- 
centration on the less informed English speaking 
Jews, particularly on the middle classes, the best 
candidates for “‘innocent”’ causes. 

It is difficult for us to start anew the feud 
against Revisionism, particularly when the Re- 
visionists in Palestine finally consented to join a 
united Jewish front, after almost four years of 
terrorism. Under such circumstances our disputes 
with the Revisionists should be limited to the 
ideological differences, and carried on the same 
way as other minor domestic quarrels are some- 
times waged with the General Zionists or the Miz- 
rachi. There are several elements, however, 
which force us to expose this new approach even 
at the cost of possible strife. These are: the exor- 
bitant claims made by Revisionists for their work; 
their disregard of the major interests and activities 
of existing organizations; and the corollary there- 
of, the “innocent front’”’ approach. 

In their fund collections for the Aliyah Beth 
(commonly known as “illegal” immigration) Re- 
visionist propagandists are consciously making it 
appear as if only their adherents are doing this 
important work. This is an utter falsehood. Most 
of the achievements in this field should be credited 
to the organizations and institutions affliated with 
the World Zionist Congress. In their propaganda 
for their institutions and activities in Palestine, 
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the Revisionists have made the unfounded claims 
that such activities and institutions are unique and 
do not conflict with or duplicate other organiza- 
tions. This, too, is false, as it is so well brought 
out in the letter of Mrs. Goldstein. Furthermore, 
practices by local Revisionist leaders are directly 
endangering under false pretenses the existing 
funds. For instance, recently, a leading Revision- 
ist rabbi replaced the Jewish National Fund boxes 
in his congregation with boxes of the Revisionist 
Tel Hai Fund. The plethora of innocent fronts 
ranges from the American Friends of Jewish 
Palestine, through the American Jewish Chronicle 
and well unto the Jewish Marine League, all of 
which hide their Revisionist connections. These 
ought to be, and will be exposed. It devolves 
upon Zionists of all groups to aid in this work of 
education of the Jewish community. It is also up 
to them to demand of some Zionists in good stand- 
ing to bring out in the open their hidden flirtations 
with Revisionists, and either stop masquerading as 
Zionists, or abandon the Revisionist innocent 
fronts. 


REUBEN BRAININ 
| ee BRAININ, long known as the dean 
of Hebrew letters, died at the age of 77. 
His death marks the end of another brilliant career 
in the gallaxy of personalities who laid the founda- 
tion for the modern Hebrew literature and the 
Zionist movement. He fulfilled a pioneering role 
in freeing Hebrew writing from the shackles of 
adherence to traditional forms. He was active in 
the young Zionist movement and attended all its 
early congresses. His biography of Theodor 
Herzl, written in Hebrew, is still the most com- 
plete and authoritative work on the subject. After 
his coming to the United States, he edited a num- 
ber of Hebrew periodicals here. 

In his old age Brainin became a sympathizer 
of Jewish colonization in Biro Bidjan and was 
estranged from that cultural circle in which he 
spent so many years of fruitful and creative work. 
What vision the elderly writer beheld on the re- 
mote wastes of Siberia, it is hard to say and al- 
though his attachment to Palestine continued and 
his love for the Hebrew language remained stead- 
fast as before, there was created a rift between 
him and the people with whom he had collaborated 
for so many years in the past, a rift which never 
entirely healed. 

By his earlier work Reuben Brainin has hewed 
out for himself a permanent place in Hebrew 
letters and in the history of the Zionist movement. 


ALOOFNESS OF A SAINT 
N SATURDAY, December 2, Rabbi Morris 
S. Lazaron “addressed the Jews” over sta- 
tion WJZ. What should one have expected in a 
message from a spiritual leader in Israel at this 
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critical time? A word of encouragement? A 
plan for aiding the martyred European Jews? 
Suggestions for constructive activity in American 
Jewish life? 

If anyone expected the above, he was bound to 
be bitterly disillusioned after listening to Rabbi 
Lazaron. After voicing some noble sentiments, 
Rabbi Lazaron came to what seemed to be the 
crux of his address. Said Rabbi Lazaron: “. . 
there is some talk of a visit to this country by Dr. 
Chaim Weizmann. I venture to suggest that this 
is most unfortunate ... It is one thing to help 
refugees to go to Palestine; it is quite another 
thing to involve American Jews in the pressure of 
international politics as Jews at this particular 
time... We must voice the earnest hope that this 
visit will be dropped.” Stripped of all the unnes- 
essary high falutin verbiage, this was the “mes- 
sage”’ of the Rabbi's address. 

Rabbi Lazaron, like every other person, is en- 
titled to his own views on Jewish and general ques- 
tions. If he chooses to cling to an outworn, and at 
this time tragically discredited, assimilationism, 
that is his privilege. Fear of Jewish fate unfor- 
tunately leads many to seek ways of escape which 
they proceed to rationalize in various manners. 
Some choose to close their eyes to what goes on 
about them. Thus the reservation in Poland, into 
which Hitler dumps thousands of Jews to die of 
starvation and cold, is seen by Rabbi Lazaron as 
merely “the fantasy of a fanatic and diseased 
mind”. Others seek to run away from Jewish des- 
tiny by cultivating an aloofness even when they are 
fully aware of what goes on about them. 

But it hardly befits a rabbi to claim both aloof- 
ness and the right to be listened to in practical mat- 
ters. Rabbi Lazaron declares, “I want for Jews 
the aloofnes of the saint.” Good and well. If 
Rabbi Lazaron is capable of climbing the heights 
of sainthood, we shall admire him; but why use the 
cloak of sainthood for sectarian propaganda ? 


A REAL CHRISTIAN FRONT 


A REAL Christian Front is in the process of 
formation. The Brooklyn Church and Mis- 
sion Federation, which includes practically every 
Protestant congregation in Brooklyn, is about to 
launch an attack on the Coughlin ‘Christian 
Front” assailing it as a ‘destructive influence”’. 
The Brooklyn Church Federation is not mincing 
words. It is plainly denouncing the following 
seven organizations—the backbone of the “‘Chris- 
tian Front’’—as subversive: the Social Justice Dis- 
tributors Club, the Crusaders for America, the 
American Nationalists, the American Patriots, the 
Citizens Protective League, the Christian Mobil- 
izers and the German American Bund. Despite 
the pretty names adopted by these groups, the 
Protestant Federation has had no trouble in dis- 


covering that the purpose of the Coughlinite crew 
is not merely “‘the extermination of the Jews”’, but 
also “the setting up of a Fascist form of govern- 
ment in the United States.” 


This step is doubly welcome. The Christian 
Church, in all its branches, cannot come out too 
often and too emphatically against atrocities com- 
mitted in the name of Christianity. Though the 
Catholic Church has as yet not unfrocked Cough- 
lin, a group of liberal Catholic Churches has been 
actually fighting anti-Semitism in the gallant little 
publication The Voice. Now this concerted drive 
by a large and influential Protestant body gives 
added courage and strength to those Jewish 
groups on whom the burden of defense has fallen. 


Furthermore, it is fortunate that the campaign 
of the Brooklyn Church Federation points out the 
fascist character of the Christian Front. The 
more publicity the treasonable and anti-American 
nature of Coughlin’s activities receives, the better. 
Such an exposure is particularly important at this 
time because the anti-Semitic propaganda of Social 
Justice and allied publications has not abated one 
whit. Those who believed that the conclusion of 
the Nazi-Soviet pact would take the wind out of 
the sails of the reactionaries, miscalculated. The 
Coughlinites merely substituted Jewish “Trotsky- 
ism” for “Jewish Communism”. Social Justice 
offers the following pearl: “Danger of a Marxist 
revolution in this country has not abated with the 
unmasking of Josef Stalin, the Caucasian brigand 
whose bloody hand has just clasped that of Adolph 
Hitler. The sinister Fourth International led by 
Lev Davidovich Bronstein—better known as 
Leon Trotsky—has entrenched itself securely in 
the New York area under the protection of Mayor 
La Guardia.” 


An even more vicious attempt to arouse bigotry 
of the most primitive kind is the “Jews Want 
War” slogan. The Christian Mobilizer for Sept. 
23 carried the following warning: “Roosevelt, 
Jews, Anglophiles: If it weren’t for you American 
mothers could sleep in peace tonight; their sons not 
endangered by the draft of death you are prepar- 
ing.”” And Social Justice for October 16 carries 
on the tradition: ‘““The Jews here wanted war to 
make the world safe for that kind of Liberalism 
which the Popes have condemned and which, if it 
wholly triumphed, would destroy what remains of 
Christiandom and all hopes of re-establishing 
Christiandom ... To make it worthwhile for the 
allies to prolong this war, the Jews will now mobil- 
ize all their power to bring America in. It is their 
only hope.” 

Many hands are needed to keep this avalanche 
of filth from inundating the United States. We 
greet the action of the Brooklyn Church Federa- 
tion. 
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Soviet Responsibility for Persecution of 


Polish Jews 


I. 
T WOULD be difficult to find in the world’s his- 


tory another instance of annihilation that could 
match in ruthlessness and cruelty the campaign 
of annihilation being conducted by the Nazi con- 
querors of Poland against the 1,500,000 Jews who 
came under their rule. In spite of strong 
efforts to seal Poland hermetically from all contact 
with the rest of humanity, reliable reports of the 
atrocities committed there on the defenseless Jew- 
ish population daily reach the outside world. These 
atrocities began in the first days of September 
when Hitler's army invaded Poland. Many Jews, 
including gray-bearded rabbis who never held a 
gun in their hands, were then summarily executed 
on trumped up charges of sniping, and a still 
greater number were sent to the concentration 
camps of Germany where, in addition to hard 
labor, they were subjected to indescribably cruel 
treatment bordering on mass murder. 


A few weeks later, after the conquest of Poland 
had been completed, the Jewish persecution as- 
sumed a more systematic character. All Jews 
residing in the one-time Prussian parts of Poland 
were robbed of all their possessions and driven 
into the central, formerly Russian, part of the 
country. With the gradual extension of the zone 
pre-destined by the Nazis to become an integral 
part of Germany, these deportations assumed ever 
larger dimensions. Cities like Lodz, which counts 
a community of 200,000 Jews who have had a 
decisive part in the development of its famous 
textile industry, were included into the large ter- 
ritory that must become “‘judenrein”’ in the course 
of a few months. Even in the central region of 
Poland which seems predestined to become a “pro- 
tectorate’’ on the Bohemia-Moravia pattern, most 
Jewish businesses have already been expropriated 
and the owners, together with their Jewish em- 
ployees, are doomed to starvation. The brutal 
ejection of Jews from their shops and even homes 
is a daily occurrence. In the larger cities Jews are 
being confined to Ghettoes usually including only 
a part of the streets where they previously formed 
a majority. Local ordinances compelling Jews to 
sew on their clothes a specific label that should dis- 
tinguish them at the first glance from the “Aryan”’ 
population are being strictly enforced. Jews are 
being excluded from the skimpy relief given by the 
Nazi conquerors to hungry Poles, and even food- 
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cards, allowing their owners to limited amounts 
of food, are in many cases refused to them. 


Still worse is the treatment of the numerous 
Jews herded in the labor camps of Poland where 
they are being strictly separated from the Poles 
and given harder work and less food. The slight- 
est pretext is being seized to inflict upon them in- 
human beatings and unbelievable torture. ‘There 
cannot be a sick Jew”, is the slogan prevailing 
among the Nazi guards of the exclusively Jewish 
camps. Either a Jew is alive and works, or he is 
dead. Very few of the Polish Jews driven to forti- 
fication work in the East will survive this winter. 


In addition to the methods of persecution and 
torture applied to Jews in Germany proper (the 
British White Paper gives only a pale picture of 
them), the Nazi conquerors of Poland have in- 
vented new ways and means sadistically calculated 
to use the Poles, themselves victims of foreign in- 
vasion, as an instrument for ruthless extermination 
of the Jewish minority. With a fiendish cunning 
that could only originate in perverted minds, the 
Nazi rulers of Poland are deepening the old cleav- 
age between Poles and Jews with the idea of mak- 
ing impossible any friendly relations between them 
in the future. Jews, for instance, are being driven 
from their apartments, and where no German of- 
ficials, brought from the Reich, are available to 
occupy them, local Poles are invited to take ad- 
vantage of the generosity of their solicitous Ger- 
man protectors. Many cases have occurred where 
Jews were in the middle of a street stripped of 
their coats which were on the spot offered by the 
Nazis to poorly clad Polish passersby. Polish mobs 
are encouraged to help themselves to merchandise 
remaining in confiscated Jewish stores. In smaller 
towns anti-Jewish pogroms ostensibly made by 
Poles and finally, after much destruction, sup- 
pressed by Germans, were repeatedly encouraged. 
Such pogroms serve a double purpose. Jews are 
being further pauperized, and the incapacity of the 
Poles to govern themselves is clearly demon- 
strated. 


II 


The plight of the Jews in Poland is being fur- 
ther aggravated by Hitler’s insistence on the im- 
mediate realization of the “solution of the Jewish 
problem” included in his famous peace offer of 
October 6th as one of the cardinal conditions 
under which he is ready to end the present war. 
This “solution” consists of creating some kind of 





Jewish belt in Eastern Poland, somewhere be- 
tween Lublin and the new Russian frontier. All 
the 2,300,000 Jews now under Hitler’s rule *are 
to be dumped into that poor region where they 
would be inevitably doomed to the greatest priva- 
tions and outright starvation. 

It would be unfair to compare Hitler’s pro- 
jected “Jewish State” with the Indian reservations 
in America. In the latter case we are at least 
dealing with large areas fully able to sustain their 
small and scattered Indian population. Hitler’s 
“Jewish Region” in Poland is a poor and thickly 
populated agricultural area, without any additional 
resources. Its present Jewish inhabitants who con- 
stitute about 12% of the total, predominantly Pol- 
ish, population lived even before the Nazi invasion 
in a state of appalling poverty. The idea of dump- 
ing there not only the 1,500,000 Jews from other 
parts of the Nazi controlled Poland, but also the 
800,000 Jews still remaining in Germany, Austria 
and former Czechoslovakia is the product of an 
insanely sadistic brain. It must evidently result in 
such a mass destruction of human lives that com- 
pared with it the Armenian massacre of the World 
War was only a child’s play. The most fearful 
pogroms in world history fade into insignificance 
compared with Hitler’s “solution of the Jewish 
problem” .** 

It seems unbelievable, but the fact is that this 
blood curdling nightmare is being taken seriously 
by Hitler’s Gestapo! In various German cities 
“dead-lines” were proclaimed by which time the 
last Jew must leave. In Vienna, for instance, this 
dead-line is March 1, 1940. From all parts of 
Hitler’s enlarged Reich .Jews are already being 
sent, with scant possessions that could be taken in 
handbags, to the new Ghetto in Poland. When 
some of these exiles had the temerity to ask how 
they were expected to make a living there the usual 
answer was that “there is plenty of water in the 
Vistula”. In one instance a kind hearted Nazi 
official in Vienna advised a group of Jews to take 
advantage of the Blue Danube thereby saving a 
futile journey to Poland. This kind advice ac- 
curately conveys the actual meaning of Hitler’s 
“Jewish State”. 

III 

This is how the Jews are treated by the Nazi 
invaders of Poland, and this the regime is be- 
ing constantly praised by Mr. Molotov as a 





* In addition to 1,500,000 Tews in Nazi Poland there are still 400,000 
of them in Germany proper, 100,000 in Austria, and 300,000 in Czechia and 
Slovakia both under the actual Nazi rule. 

** To make Hitler's ‘‘solution’’ appear less hideous some Nazi sources 
are implying that his plan includes the sending away of a number of Poles 
from the Jewish region to other areas of Poland, thus creating space for a 
similar number of Jews. Politically such a procedure would be in agree- 
ment with the Fuehrer’s fundamental idea of perpetuating the Polish-Jewish 
friction. We may, however, strongly doubt its practical possibility, especially 
if realized in times of war by sheer application of force. Even in times of 

eace when the new settlers could be amply provided with food, seeds, 
Puittine materials and farm implements, such an undertaking would be 
a tremendous task requiring a long period of years. More probably the talk 
about the re-settlement of the Poles from the “‘Jewish region’’ is just an 
apologetic adornment of a much simpler and much more limited plan con- 
sisting of the dumping of Jews into the large Ghetto assigned to them with- 
out any provisions for their economic settlement. 





higher achievement when compared with the for- 
mer Polish independent State. This is the regime 
whose peace plans Hitler’s staunch friends in 
Moscow are urging the word to accept—in the 
name of peace and humanity—as the definite solu- 
tion of the Polish and Czech problems. A regime 
which uses the conquered Poles as helpless tools 
for a bestial persecution of the even more helpless 
Jews, is being hailed as a happy alternative to 
the old Polish state accused—and rightly so—of 
oppressing national minorities! Thanks for the 
improvement, Mr. Molotov. 

Anybody who had an opportunity to read the 
Soviet press since the beginning of the present 
war cannot avoid the conclusion that the bene- 
volent attitude taken by Mr. Molotov towards the 
present Nazi regime in Poland is part and parcel 
of the official Soviet policy. The Soviet press is 
full of passionate condemnation of the former 
Polish regime—which we certainly do not intend 
to idealize. It spreads at the same time the cover 
of friendly silence over all the misdeeds of the 
Nazi occupants of Poland and especially over their 
barbarous mistreatment of the Jews. The same 
policy is being followed—with less thoroughness— 
by the Stalinist papers outside of Russia. 

Coupled with the official Molotov speeches de- 
nying the right of the Poles to their own state, this 
attitude actually amounts to a full, even if tacit, 
endorsement of Hitler’s regime in Poland, includ- 
ing his infamous “‘solution of the Jewish problem”’. 

The systematic effort of the Soviet press to hide 
from its readers the anti-Jewish annihilation cam- 
paign in the Nazi part of conquered Poland 
certainly reflects a guilty conscience. The rulers 
of Moscow, and their more clever advocates 
abroad, are well aware that it is impossible to 
condemn the Nazi atrocities in Poland without 
establishing at least the partial responsibility of 
the Soviet Government for them. Did not Stalin 
by his non-aggression treaty with Nazi Germany 
encourage Hitler to cross the Polish Rubicon? 

But even omitting the moot problem of the 
genesis of Hitler’s attack the fact remains that 
the entrance of the Red Army into Poland took 
place with German consent, and that the whole 
future of Poland was, according to official state- 
ments, “fully discussed” before the conclusion of 
the partition treaty between the Soviet and Nazi 
governments. Were not these discussions a logical 
opportunity to raise the problem of the rights of 
the 1,500,000 Jews remaining under Hitler’s 
rule? 

Russia’s right to raise this question was freely 
admitted by Hitler himself in his famous “peace 
speech” of October 6th. Vehemently denying the 
right of the Western powers to “meddle” in Po- 
land, the Nazi Fuehrer at the same time expressly 
recognizes that the partition of Poland did not 
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end the JOINT responsibility of Germany and 
Russia for its future. These are the carefully 
chosen words in which the Fuehrer recognizes the 
lasting partnership with Russia in the solution of 
the Polish problem: 

“The states of Europe ought to be grate- 
ful that Russia and Germany are prepared to 
transform this hotbed (Poland) into a zone 
of peaceful development, and these two coun- 
tries WILL ASSUME THE RESPONSI- 
BILITY and bear the burdens inevitably in- 
volved”. 

In addition to this legal and moral right, 
the actual situation created after the entrance of 
the Red Army into Poland favored a successful 
intervention of Moscow for the Jewish minortiy 
of Poland. Germany would not have dared to 
reject it. Did not the Soviet have the upper hand 
in the negotiations concerning Poland? Was not 
Hitler then in the greatest hyrry to remove the 
bulk of his army from Poland to the Western 
Front? 

In protecting the elementary rights of the Jew- 
ish ‘minority in the Nazi-dominated Poland the 
“Great Emancipator of Nations” (a title fre- 
quently given to Stalin in the Soviet press) could 
certainly use the precedent established by the lead- 
ers of the. Western democracies at the conclusion 
of the last World War. In spite of their preoccu- 
pation with power politics, Clemenceau, Lloyd 
George and Wilson felt the necessity, before de- 
livering national minorities into the hands of new 
rulers, to safeguard at least their elementary 
rights. The treaties with the new states then 
created in central Europe contain definite provi- 
sions assuring their minorities of civic equality and 


a certain minimum of national rights. Would it be . 


too much to expect the ‘Great Emancipator” to 
display in the negotiations concerning the new par- 
tition of Poland the same minimum of decency 
which the statesmen of Versailles—imperialists 
and bourgeois—showed at the time of its resurrec- 
tion? 

Even ignoring the precedent of the post-war 
treaties, Stalin could find a worthy example nearer 
home in the policies of the old Russian empire 
which he seems to follow closely in some other, 
less praiseworthy, respects. Did not, for instance, 
Czar Alexander II help at the time of the treaty 
of Berlin (1878) to force Roumania formally to 
recognize the civil rights of its Jewish subjects ? 

Students of history might point out that a 
short time after the conclusion of the Berlin treaty 
the Roumanian boyars found a way to circumvent 
its provisions concerning Jewish rights. They 
might also refer to Poland where the provisions 
of the minority treaty were largely ignored dur- 
ing the last years preceding the present war. There 
is, however, no denying that without these safe- 
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guards the Jewish situation in these countries 
would be much worse. They certainly brought con- 
siderable improvement, at least in the first years 
after their acceptance. 

Certainly, the Nazis would—later on—try to 
circumvent their promise to Russia concerning a 
minimum of Jewish rights in their part of Poland. 
It is inconceivable, however, that they would dare 
to establish Ghettoes, rob Jews of food cards or 
realjze Hitler’s sadistic plan of a Jewish reserva- 
tion if such a promise were given. The Jewish 
persecution in Poland could not so soon have 
reached such a horrible aspect. 

It is indeed a tragic state of affairs when a 
territorial settlement arrived at with the active 
participation of a government which claims to be 
a bearer of lofty ideals, condemns nearly two 
million hapless Jews to the Nazi claws without 
the slightest protection of their most elementary 
human rights. 

Furthermore, can the Soviet Union further re- 
main totally indifferent to the persecution of the 
Polish Jews by its Nazi partners without under- 
mining thereby the principles of national equality 
in its own frontiers? 

This is a very disquieting question. 


IV 


Is there a way to stop the anti-Jewish annihila- 
tion campaign conducted by the Nazi rulers of 
Poland? 

We concede that moral pressure would be of 
limited help when dealing with governments which 
are cynically discarding all exhibitions of the 
“rotten liberalism”. Still we must insist that 
the conspiracy of silence, cowardly disguised by 
a misinterpreted “‘neutrality” must be broken. The 
tendency to “soft-pedal” the Jewish question, 
adopted by the most liberal organs in this country, 
must be discarded. 

This demand likewise applies to our Depart- 
ment of State, which certainly possesses a great 
abundance of authentic documents concerning the 
mass murder now taking place in Poland. Why 
keep them in its secret files? Must the most 
tragic S. O. S. emanating from hundreds of 
thousands of tortured human beings be left un- 
heeded? Does our neutrality imply utter indif- 
ference to human sufferings? 

And let us also fix the responsibility. It cannot 
be limited to Hitler alone. Those who gave their 
consent and encouragement to his invasion of 
Poland, and are now expressly recognized as his 
partners in the “pacification” of Poland should no 
longer be allowed to deny their responsibility for 
his “solution of the Jewish problem”. They are 
the only ones whose voice may still be heeded in 
Berlin. Let liberal public poinion demand that 
they raise it. 





They Who Love Peace 


POk THE first time in my life news of an 
execution did not depress me despite the 
fact that the hangman was Hitler and the victim, 
according to all indications, a just man in Sodom. 
A young German, August Dickmann, was shot in 
Berlin for refusing to serve at the front. A court 
maitial declared him to to be an enemy of the 
people and a few hours after sentence was passed 
he was executed. According to the official German 
announcement, the “enemy of the people” was a 
pacifist. His religious convictions did not allow 
him to bear arms. He belonged to the Interna- 
tional Union of Bible Students, an organization 
which places divine commandments above human 
decrees and refuses to compromise its religious 
principles. 

It is characteristic of our time that the first 
rebellious pacifist produced by Germany since the 
war broke out derived his faith and convictions 
not from liberal, socialist or any other secular 
sources. The first pacifist courageous enough to 
oppose his moral will against the almighty political 
wishes of the Fuehrer turned out to be a religious 
sectarian. Of non-religious pacifism there seems 
to be no trace left in Germany. The pacifism of 
the latter was not backed by a spirit of self-sac- 
rifice. It is therefore good to know that the 
flame of pacifism has not been entirely extin- 
guished in the Nazi Sodom and that there still 
exists a small group capable of faith, fully cling- 
ing to its beliefs. It is good that August Dick- 
mann allowed himself to be executed. The major- 
ity of Germans who heard the announcement of 
the execution over the radio probably considered 
him to be a lunatic. But there is consolation in 
the knowledge that such lunatics still exist in 
bestialized Nazi Germany. 

There is one human being less in Germany, but 
the world is enriched by one more spark of in- 


spiration. 
* O* Ok 


It is strange; I try to think of secular pacifists 
in Russia during the first world war and I can 
recollect none. Were there none or have I for- 
gotten them? I do remember a large number of 
deserters from the front and others who out- 
witted the authorities and successfully evaded 
going to the front. There were people who hid 
in basements and attics, there were young men 
who starved or crippled themselves to avoid the 
draft. But none of these had any pretensions to 


pacifism any more than did those who lived in 
luxury hundreds of miles behind the fighting 
lines on forged passports. Pacifism was also far 





® by Hayim Greenberg 


from the minds of the Bolsheviks who passed the 
anti-war resolutions at Kienthal and Zimmerwald. 
The latter were already convinced that it was 
criminal to kill Germans but that it would be a 
good deed to liquidate the bourgeoisie at home. 
(It is not hard to imagine the pacifism of potential 
Cheka men.) I do not remember that the bourge- 
oisie should have produced any pacifists of Dick- 
mann’s type. They employed false passports or 
occupied positions that freed them from military 
service. When they absolutely could not evade 
service, they went with a curse in their hearts and 
a hidden sneer at the “principles” involved in the 
war. 

I do not remember any Bolsheviks or left wing 
Social Democrats being tried for opposition to 
war as such. But fresh in my mind there lives 
the memory of the trial of a large group of Tol- 
stoyans who neither hid, nor sought to outwit the 
authorities, nor resorted to forged passports. 
With dull muzhik apathy they went directly to 
the mobilization officers and without any heroic 
poses declared that war is a pagan rite and that 
no force in the world would compel them to take 
up arms. That strange trial lasted many weeks 
and the judges had the most difficult job of their 
lives in determining the proper procedure, for 
not one of the Tolstoyan defendants would reveal 
his father’s name. (Even today no identification 
is complete in Russia unless one gives his father’s 
name as well his Christian and family name.) 
None of the defendants would declare themselves 
to be an Ivanovitch or Petrovitch . . . since they 
held each human being to be no less than a son of 
God. Neither did they reveal their ages. This 
question was incomprehensible to them. How can 
one speak of age when every human being lives 
forever and, fundamentally, is never born nor ever 
dies? Birth, according to their belief, is as much 
a fiction as is death. 


All the militant pacifists I can remember in Rus- 
sia were religious sectarians, simple peasant boys 
dressed in village garb, “fools”. I do not remem- 
ber now what punishment was meted out to them 
but I do know that they were not condemned to 
die. I do not suppose that any of the military 
judges were infected with the “lunatic” point of 
view of the defendants, but the burning subjective 
truth of these religious fanatics made a deep im- 
pression. Nicholas II did not know the secret of 
Hitler and Stalin—that it is easily possibly to find 
unsentimental judges that are ready to pass 
sentence as their superiors dictate. 


JewisH FRONTIER” 















ld. 
vas 
ea 
me. 
tial 
ge. 
ick- 

or 
ary 
ade 
and 
the 


ing 
to 
ves 


the 


his 
can 
ves 
ver 


ach 





DECEMBER, 1939 





Friends ask me what right I have to be enthusi- 
astic about the self sacrificing spirit of pacifists. 
They say that they note a considerable cooling 
down of my own pacifism and would not be sur- 
prised if I will soon appeal to young people to go 
to Europe to “do their duty”. One of my friends 
frankly told me: ‘Your present attitude toward 
pacifism is of a purely esthetic and artistic nature, 
not unlike Nietzsche’s attitude toward Jesus. 
Neitzsche held Jesus’ teachings to be false and his 
character decadent, but he was too much of a 
psychologist and an artist not to recognize specific 
grandeur even in a prophet of decadence. Or, to 
take another example, Tolstoy derived artistic in- 
spiration from military heroism even during the 
years of his religious pacifism, despite the fact 
that his ethical ideals far transcended boundaries 
and barricades. The martyrdom of a pacifist in- 
trigues you with its moral force in the same man- 
ner as you may be intrigued by a revolutionary 
terrorist, but you are now no longer certain that 
his moral force is expended in the right direction.” 


There may be much truth in my friend’s conten- 
tion. I envy every genuine pacifist who does not 
rationalize his motives and has sufficient strength 
to assume responsibility for his pacifist behavior. 
I envy everyone who can apply to the present situa- 
tion the categorical imperative that a just war is 
unthinkable under all possible historical combina- 
tions and that whatever the consequences of a true 
pacifist attitude, war would be still worse. I envy 
such people their strong convictions, their spirit- 
ual orderliness, their moral certainty. But I know 
that today I cannot identify myself with such peo- 
ple. This may be due to the fact that I am not 
very concerned with the “salvation of my soul” 
and that in past years-I have become accustomed 
to think of pacifism on a broad social scale and 
not in terms of individual heroism and martyrdom. 
Today I see no chance for pacifism as a social 
movement, even as the movement of a small 
minority, either in the lands governed by dictators, 
in the great democratic powers which have already 
begun a desperate struggle against the armies of 
military despotism, nor even in the countries still 
remaining neutral. 


It is no accident that Romain Rolland, who 
twenty-five years ago courageously brought such 
great sacrifices for the sake of his anti-war views, 
now sanctions anti-fascist war. Neither is it an 
accident that Einstein, who deep within his soul 
remains an ardent pacifist, believes that pacifist 
convictions may not be applied to Nazi Germany. 
It is also symptomatic that Gandhi, the man who 
raised pacifism to such a high level of practical and 
social utility, now speaks of voluntary cooperation 
between India and England in the present war. I 
mention these names not because I seek support 
and sanction from the great, nor do I believe that 
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Rolland, Einstein and Gandhi can or should issue 
absolutions in matters which appear to be wrong. 
But the changed attitude of these men is a sign 
of a certain break that has occurred within the 
souls of many pacifists in recent years. Perhaps 
these men cannot apply their pacifist credos to the 
present world situation because they do not think 
in terms of “I and the universe’’, “I and eternity” 
but rather in simpler and homier terms of “I and 
my generation’, “I and my immediate responsibil- 
ities”. The spiritual tension of these men may not 
be of a metaphysical character (as was the case 
with the Tolstoyans in Moscow and with the mar- 
tyrdom of August Dickmann) but rather of a so- 
cial nature. At any rate, any one whose pacifism has 
not been transformed into a taboo against every- 
thing that has to do with war, any one who has 


‘not developed a religious mentality that gives him 


the power to ignore concrete historical realities— 
let the world be destroyed but I will not commit 
a sin—any such person cannot today possess the 
moral force to guard his personal pacifist ‘‘inno- 
cence” in the face of the threat of a world 
deluged by Nazism. 





I realize that in the background of the present 
war there stand the well known power politics of 
the competing imperialisms and narrow national- 
isms and that it is motivated by drives and de- 
sires more or less identical with those that oper- 
ated in 1914. The war aims of the governments of 
France and England are probably no nobler than 
the ones that lay behind the catastrophe of the 
first world war. But the present historical situa- 
tion is such that were these two governments to 
be defeated, they would be accompanied in defeat 
by other peoples who have accumulated great 
treasures of social values. It is true that these 
peoples have tolerated short-sighted and evil gov- 
ernments, but they nevertheless escaped that moral 
degradation which now convulses the German peo- 
ple. With their defeat the flickering flame of hu- 
manitarian tradition will be extinguished in Europe 
and far beyond the bounds of Europe, a flame 
which can still be nurtured to give great light as 
soon as the totalitarian degeneration will be done 
away with. It is not a question of who will govern 
this or another stretch of land, what flag shall 
wave in one or another province and who is to col- 
lect the taxes. Something more important and 
more human is involved—whether after this war 
it shall still be possible to live on this planet as 
human beings, or not. I know that a Nazi victory 
will not forever deprive the heavens of their blue- 
ness and that eventually Nazism will produce the 
toxins that will bring about its destruction. But 
its victory at present can provide it with strength 
enabling it to rule for years, perhaps even for one 
and more generations. It is to this generation that 
pacifists, who have not developed the indifference 
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of the emotional metaphysicist toward social and 
historical situations, feel a responsibility so great 
that they are even ready to acquiesce in the crime 
of war. 

Let those cast stones who feel they have a right 
to do.so. But even the hardest stones will not in- 
flict a greater punishment than the one assumed by 
a pacifist when he decides to turn to a gun to de- 
fend his world. 

i a 

At the entrance to a London church I found the 
following inscription signed by a pacifist-minded 
English general: “Your job is to make my job 
impossible.” I do not recollect the name of the 
general but it seems to me that only the British 
army could tolerate such a type. If he wrote that 
inscription in earnest, then he must have sought 
for a new spiritual and social force that could 
make his job superfluous and impossible. Perhaps 
he hoped that the church could accomplish this. 
But the church did not fulfill his hopes and the 
small pacifist movements in Europe and America 
have not attained any significant educational in- 
fluence. When one speaks of pacifism, one visual- 
izes at once that a roll call would net no more than 
a few dozen people. We had twenty years for the 
development of a pacifist movement after the first 
world war—these years were nowhere properly 
utilized by the church, the socialist and the labor 
movements. Nowhere was a pacifist “army” 
trained, no pacifist will was forged, nor capacity 
and inclination to pacifist martyrdom fostered. Of 
what value is my conviction that the idea of mili- 


Can Stalin Turn Back ? 


F COURSE, nothing is altogether impossible, 
and I relearned this old wisdom a few weeks 
ago when I gave a lecture in the Rand School in 
New York. A young Jew, in his early thirties, 
apparently well educated, stood up and asked me, 
while his eyes burned with the noble fire of zeal, 
this rather oratorical question: ‘‘Can the speaker 
give any moral argument why he fights against the 
world’s only two progressive powers—against 
Russia and Germany?” This question was asked 
in October 1939, in New York, by a Jew of 
Polish origin who called himself a ‘Marxian So- 
cialist”’; and there are dozens of witnesses for the 
authenticity of my report. 

No, nothing is imnossible. The world we live 
in, seems to be a combination of a mad house and 
a humorless ioke. A priori nothing is impossible, 
not even that Stalin would turn back to the policy 
of “collective security”, of “democratic reliabil- 
ity”, of “the holy war against Nazism”. Let us 
face this nightmare. 
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tant pacifism is not bankrupt, that it can never be 
bankrupt? Of what value is my belief that 
even today, faced with millions of bestialized 
Nazis, a mass disarmament in France and Eng- 
land, a wave of pacifist heroism, would paralyze 
Hitler’s, ‘Mussolini’s and Stalin’s legions com- 
bined, in short order? I still firmly believe that the 
activity commonly referred to as passive resistance 
would rapidly demoralize the totalitarian armies, 
that it would make them incapable of carrying out 
their tasks and would revitalize the genuine human 
instincts that lie hidden within them under thick 
layers of pagan savagery. But it is today impos- 
sible to carry out such a program on a large scale 
—it is either too late or too early for such a 
development. The world has no heart nor mind 
for such things. These are lacking because we 
are devoid of that specific capacity for practicing 
pacifism without which it becomes an empty word; 
because in no country in the world (with the ex- 
ception of India) can one find more than a dozen 
people who have trained themselves for pacifist 
action. 


Pacifism too requires an army, one more dis- 
ciplined and more heroic than the armies with 
which militarism operates. But no one has pre- 
pared such an army, if, indeed, it can be prepared. 


Today we no longer have a choice. Today we 
cannot choose between war and pacifism and only 
between war and passivity. War, every war, is a 
crime; but under certain conditions passivity may 
be a still greater crime. 


® by Willi Schlamm 


If Stalin should decide to turn back, the least 
dificult task for him would be to explain the 
reversal to his followers throughout the world. 
They simply love him and will blindlv follow him. 
Don’t you anticipate the strange flavor of the 
articles which immediately would appear in those 
“liberal” journals which defend today the Finnish 
holdup—not to speak about the open communist 
agencies? Strange as it seems, this crowd, in such 
a case, wouldn’t even feel any great discomfort 
in saying a few unfriendly words about Hitler, 
although they would suffer a bit; but true love 
doesn’t know limits of self flagellation. 

As a matter of fact, this love story’s possible 
new chapter is already prepared. Many are 
familiar with the secret whispering within the 
ranks of “sympathizers”: ‘‘At the first opportun- 
ity Stalin will stab Hitler in the back. Hasn‘t 
Hitler been forced to abandon the Baltics?” 

Within the inner circles of Communist devotees 
one can hear even more crazy and cynical talk 
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such as was expressed in a letter anonymously 
written to me: ‘Why do you distort Stalin’s real 
position? You certainly know quite well that 
Stalin has shrewdly started this war, because no- 
body else wanted to start it. But war is the only 
thing which would kill Nazism, and that’s exactly 
the reason why Mr. Chamberlain didn’t want the 
war. With his ingenious stroke, the alliance with 
Hitler, Stalin has pushed Nazism into its final 
destruction, and at the end the whole world will 
comprehend that Stalin deserves the credit for 
having destroyed Nazism. It’s unfair to utilize 
the Communists’ difficulty to announce today the 
real sense of Stalin’s policy.” 

In order not to be too unfair (and for the bene- 
fit of some future psychiatrist who will write the 
final story of Stalin’s generation) I put down the 
above interpretation. 

But the matter becomes serious when clever 
politicians like Mr. Winston Churchill offer the 
possibility that Stalin is at any moment likely to 
strike against Hitler. Mr. Churchill travels these 
days through a pretty dark forest, and everybody 
comprehends why he whistles merry little songs. 
Nevertheless, spread by such men, the legend has 
to be analyzed carefully. 

Is it probable that Stalin would turn back? 

* * * 


The deeper reason for Stalin’s understanding 
with Hitler is his honest contempt for democracy. 
That moral accord is much more decisive in po- 
litics than superficial ‘“‘materialists’’ are inclined 
to admit, but in this connection I do not mean 
to imply that Stalin went Nazi simply because he 
hates the democratic way of life. In 1939 Stalin’s 
contempt for democracy was a matter of im- 
mediate political consequences. Once he was con- 
vinced that war was inevitable, he decided to go 
with the stronger batallions; and genuinely despis- 
ing democracy, Stalin had not the slightest doubt 
that Nazi Germany was going to win this war 
against the “rotten democracies”. It seems to me 
that of all the numerous explanations which were 
offered during the last months for Soviet Rus- 
sia’s “new”? policy, this simple conclusion comes 
nearest to the truth. 

Stalin is convinced, not only since yesterday, 
that democracy is doomed throughout the world. 
To him democracy means inefficiency, stupidity, 
crazy talk and lazy armies. He believes religious- 
ly in the almightiness of modern technique and 
ruthless power. He deeply respects German 
discipline and technical skill, ruthlessness and 
energy. He honestly admires ‘‘new” Germany’s 
determination to put aside liberty, respect for 
life and all the other things he theoretically 
ridicules as archaic. That is true of Stalin as a 
person. But he has recreated his entire environ- 
ment, his entire political apparatus in his own 
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image. Stalin’s whims are Soviet Russia’s policy. 

A man of Stalin’s type has unbounded contempt 
for discussion, hesitation, doubts; he is sickened 
by deliberation over the morality of means or of 
goals. He believes only in efficiency. For a man’s 
philosophy is built by his personal experiences, and 
Stalin has seen too many miracles of power in his 
own environment. He has seen how easily an 
entire generation of revolutionaries can be cor- 
rupted and broken. He has discovered that in- 
stitutions and traditions of centuries can be liqui- 
dated by one stroke of the pen (at least, he sin- 
cerely believes that he has witnessed that). One 
decree—and God is abolished. One decree—and 
millions of individualistic peasants go ‘“collec- 
tivist’”’. One decree—and sons denounce their 
fathers, mothers denounce their children. Such 
are the miracles of power and efficiency. And if 
Germany, that huge storehouse of power and 
skill, has adopted in the broadest measure these 
rules of the game, who should resist? The rot- 
ting democratic world? The decadent British 
empire ? 

That is the main point: Stalin bets on Ger- 
many’s victory, and he wants to be in the winning 
camp. 

Psychiatrists are familiar with cases of maniacs, 
who enjoy happy dreams of world conquest with 
the aid of “a secret weapon”. We happen to live 
in a time in which this type of thinking rules a 
few important governments. They are thoroughly 
convinced that there are no longer insoluble tasks. 
All one needs to fulfill even the most daring 
dreams, is the right combination of materials, 
determination, discipline and engineering. When 
god-like scientists just succeeded in producing life 
itself with a cup of an ordinary salt solution, why 
should it be impossible to destroy the British 
empire ? 

Stalin has maneuvred, when he played ‘‘collec- 
tive security”; in going together with Nazi Ger- 
many, he means business. He permitted himself 
and his “liberal” stooges throughout the world 
to talk “‘anti-fascist nonsense’, so long as he 
didn’t expect a serious clash. Once he under- 
stood that war is sure to come, he didn’t hesitate 
in. lining up with the power he believes to be 
stronger. 

Stalin’s cooperation with Hitler was not a sud- 


den hunch, not an episode, but a natural conse- ' 


quence for a regime with Stalin’s world-outlook. 
* * 


However, there are still possibilities that Stalin 
could again “discover” Hitler’s sympathies for 
Fascism. That will happen exactly at the moment 
when it will become evident that Germany is losing 
the war. 

For the present Stalin has forceful reasons for 
supporting Germany with each and every means 
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toward a victory over the Allies. He well under- 
stands that a victorious British-French alliance 
couldn’t help but beat him too, despite all former 
courtesy bows of Chucchill. No lasting peace is 
possible so long as Stalin is still in a position to 
repeat at every critical moment in European his- 
tory the njce little jokes a la Ribbentrop or the 
Finnish holdup. Since he helped start the war 
and, what is even more, since he began kidnaping 
the small countries in his vicinity, his fate became 
bound to Hitler’s. 

It may well be that in the end Stalin and Hitler 
hope to doublecross each other. If and when the 
rest of Europe is defeated, they will probably have 
to fight each other. But until such time they sin- 
cerely want to cooperate. The booty is large 
enough to moderate at the start their conflicting 
ambitions. The fact that Stalin has a good time 
in the Baltics, does not prove at all that he has 
“cornered” Hitler, as Mr. Churchill wants to 
make us believe. So long as Hitler played with 
the idea of turning east, the Baltics were of stra- 
tegic importance for him; but once he decided to 
deal with Stalin and turn west, there is not the 
slightest reason to view the Russian gains in the 
Baltic as a setback to Hitler. On the contrary, 
when Soviet Russia rules the Baltic sea ports, Ger- 
many will more easily get the Russian supplies she 
needs so badly. , Really, it does not make sense 
to emphasize the anti-German implications of 
Stalin’s Baltic adventures, if the only importance 
of the Baltic for Germany lay in case of a German 
war against Russia. Since Germany gave up this 
idea in exchange for the planned conquest of the 
world, there is nothing anti-German in Stalin’s 
moves. 

The only possibility of ending Stalin’s coopera- 
tion with Nazi Germany is to convince him that 
the Nazis are positively losing the war. We will 
see what will happen at such a moment! Should 
Hitler feel that he virtually has lost, he would 
certainly offer the Allies a new common front 
against “Bolshevism, the arch-enemy of Western 
civilization”, in exchange for a gracious peace. 
And at the same time Stalin, if convinced that 
despite all Russian help Germany is doomed, most 
certainly would offer a new front of “‘collective 
security against the Fascist aggressor’. Has 
any one any doubts that not only the Daily Worker 
in New York, but the decent, liberal New Republic 
as well, would again go along? 


The only sin fellows of Stalin’s kind never for- 
give, is weakness. And the only argument they 
understand, is strength. Once cornered (and not 
only in the phantasy of British statesmen), this 
type of person has the habit of offering the police 
cooperation against gangster colleagues. But the 
question is, whether the police should accept such 
an offer. 





When Stalin’s attempt at a new turn-about will 
occur at a moment when the Allied victory would 
be virtually achieved (and there is no reason to 
expect it earlier), then the acceptance of such an 
offer would be a crime, no less than to accept in 
such a moment Hitler’s probable proposal of a 
common front against Bolshevism. It would mean 
defeat after the victory. For the “dynamism” of 
the totalitarian conspiracies would make that fac- 
tion, which would be permitted to slip into the vic- 
torious camp, the leading power among the victors. 
And millions would have died either for Hitler, or 
Stalin. 

Until now the side of human progress has won 
very little in this war. But among the few first 
progressive achievements of the present conflict 


there is an invaluable one: the final certainty that | 


one sort of totalitarianism is identical with the 
other. 


Should Nazi Germany in cooperation with 
Soviet Russia win the war, then our culture and 
our hopes will be lost, probably for ever. They 
are twins in victory as well as in defeat. To 
separate them might perhaps be a military advan- 
tage. But to accept the aid of either would break 
the moral backbone of the resistance—on the side 
of the Allies this is certainly a decisive factor. It 
would destroy the only progressive sense this war 
can have. 


It would also be stupid. When even Stalin 
realizes that his bet on Hitler’s mechanical super- 
iority was a mistake (and not an hour before 
would he ask for a divorce from Germany), then 
his questionable aid, which couldn’t help Hitler, 
would even in the narrow military sense be of no 
use. For a worthless aid the Allies would have to 
pay with a triumphant regeneration of Stalinism 
throughout the world. 


A short time ago, the progressive forces have 
seen themselves faced with a threefold task: they 
had to fight against Fascism; they had to work 
against the danger that jingo groups in the Allied 
countries would use a victory in this war for their 
own purposes; and they had to warn the world that 
Stalinism is not the opposite, but the ally of Nazi- 
ism. Today they still have to be on the alert to- 
ward Nazism and the reactionary clans within the 
Western camp. But it is no longer necessary to 
expose Stalin. It is merely necessary to prevent 
him from destroying a democratic victory by turn- 
ing back and endorsing the victors. He has to be 
treated as a part of Hitler’s army, and in the end 
neither Mr. Churchill’s Realpolitik, nor the des- 
perate attempts of the “liberal” folowers of Stalin- 
ism will serve to restore him. 
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The Role of the Revisionists 


HERE ARE many achievements in Palestine 
which fill the hearts of Jews with awed ad- 
miration and which stand above personal, party 
and class differences. Irrespective of which group 
sponsored and carried out these activities, they 
become the heritage of the entire people. 

Self defense, the struggle for immigration and 
colonization, the creation of a new type of Jew 
who does not meekly bow his head before his 
tormentors, the attainment of all of these is the 
devout hope of the entire people. The settlers and 
defenders of the early colonies, the first watch- 
men of the “Hashomer’’ who freed the Jewish 
settlements from the threat of roving Bedouins 
and Arab chieftains, the Jewish legions from 
America, Palestine and England during the first 
world war who helped in driving out the Turkish 
rulers and endangered their lives by breaking 
military discipline and coming to the rescue of 
attacked settlements, the defenders of Tel Chai 
and, more recently, the thousands who participated 
in the defense of life and in blazing new paths 
for immigrants, all of these are links in the chain 
of self defense and reconstruction of the Jewish 
community in Palestine which is rebuilding the 
homeland and imbuing Jewish youth with the 
valorous spirit of the Macabees and Bar Kochba. 

Would any one dream of singling out individual 
achievements from this series of efforts of a whole 
people and earmarking them to the credit of one 
person or group? Certainly,-neither the founders 
of “Hashomer”’ nor those from whose ranks the 
majority of volunteers for defense work were re- 
cruited would attempt to do so. These fulfilled 
their duty not as members of a party. Their de- 
votion to the cause was neither partisan nor sec- 
tarian. There is only one group that tried to 
capitalize on the sacred tasks of an entire people 
—the Revisionists. 

Immediately after the world war, totalitarian 
ideas made their appearance. The foundation for 
this spirit was laid by the Communists in Russia, 
who seized upon the tasks of an entire people and 
the fate of a whole class and transformed them 
into the property of one party. Whoever was out- 
side the party—and later outside the ruling clique 
within the party—was not only persecuted, exiled 
or killed but his name was also erased from 
memory. Not only Mensheviks but also revolu- 
tionists who led the Bolshevik uprising were 
branded as counter-revolutionaries in Russian 
text-books and all mention of their achievements 
was maliciously and willfully eradicated from 
memory. From Russia totalitarianism spread to 





® by E. Golomb 


Italy and Germany where one party appropriated 
to itself the right to the national heritage. The 
disease spread to other countries, wherever Com- 
munist or Nazi-fascist parties were established; it 
also did not skip the Jewish people. The code 
which permitted the use of frameup, insults, terror 
and the threat of terror, sanctification of the one 
“true” party, distortion of historical facts and 
admiration of the principle of the “‘sacred false- 
hood”, this code was accepted by a Jewish and 
even a Zionist party—the Revisionist. No longer 
did they attempt to engage in fair discussion to 
prove the justice of their cause and to gain ad- 
herents on the strength of conviction. Cynically 
they set out to discredit opponents as 
traitors, to distort the truth and to claim credit 
for the achievements of others. What did they 
not say about the Zionist leadership? Was any 
falsehood too crude to be used by them in their 
attacks on the Jewish labor movement and its 
achievements? Weizmann, they said, sold Jewish 
interests to Britain; Arlosoroff was in the pay of 
the British rulers and flirted with Hitler; the 
Jewish workers “sold out’? Zionist interests for 
an allotment of funds; the leaders of the labor 
movement grew rich on graft; Jewish self defense 
was cowardly. True Zionism and heroism resided 
only in the hearts of the members of the one party 
—the Revisionist party. 

This distortion of the truth began with the 
formation of the Jewish legions during the world 
war. After all the noise made by the Revisionists, 
few remember the truth concerning the circum- 
stances surrounding the volunteering in America, 
the roles of Ruttenberg, Ben Gurion and Ben Zevi, 
the volunteering in Palestine, the role of the labor 
movement and the fact that when the legion had to 
bring great sacrifices for the defense of its aims 
as well as actual defense of settlements, the names 
omitted in Revisionist ‘history’? were the ones 
that did the actual fighting. But the Revisionists 
may be credited with the ability to “cultivate” the 
press and public opinion until the version of history 
acceptable to them comes to be believed. 


After the legion there followed the chapter of 
the defense of Tel Chai. Tel Chai is now the 
slogan of the Revisionists and the name of Joseph 
Trumpeldor, its heroic defender, graces their 
youth organization. But the defense of Tel Chai 
was the achievement of those whom the Revision- 
ists now attack. The settlers at Tel Chai, and 
the young men who came to their assistance, were 
mostly of the “kept” labor movement. And it 
was Jabotinsky, the founder of the Revisionist 
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movement, who demanded that Tel Chai be 
abandoned. Trumpeldor, and the labor movement 
to which he belonged all his life, did not heed 
Jabotinsky’s logic. In this he was supported by 
the Zionist movement and nof by the Revisionists. 
Trumpeldor lost his life for the defense of a 
laboring community and his name was sanctified 
by the people. But this did not prevent the Re- 
visionists from usurping the name and employing 
it for attack against all those values for which 
Trumpeldor lived and died. 

Then came the events of the past three and a 
half years. The Jewish community in Palestine 
desperately fought for its existence, it defended 
its settlements, engaged its enemies and continued 
its work, one hand holding the plow and the other 
the gun of defense. Even when unfavorable de- 
crees of the Palestine government added their 
weight to the obstacles in the way of the Zionist 
work new settlements were established, immigra- 
tion was brought into the country despite the 
limiting regulations, and the community main- 
tained its patience and did not permit itself to 
retaliate and shed innocent blood and thus fan 
the fires of hatred in the country. On the other 
hand there was a small group of young men led 
by the only “true” party—the Revisionist party— 
who did not participate in the defense or construc- 
tive work and were mainly interested in capitaliz- 
ing on the aroused instincts of revenge and the 
low urge to kill Arabs for every Jew that had 
been murdered, in stirring up the country with 
still more bloody deeds and in discrediting all 
those who did not follow in their path. The hero- 
ism of Hanita and the building of the Tegart wall 
they distorted for their own aims; the men who 
fell under attack were pictured as victims of incom- 
petence and every defeat was utilized for attack- 
ing and slandering those who stood in the front 
lines. The heroism of the Revisionists expressed 
itself not in defense work nor in meeting the at- 
tacks of the enemy but in shooting from ambush 
on innocent Arabs. What did they care if the 
entire community would pay dearly for their mis- 
deeds? What did they care if the majority saw 
their ways as leading to destruction? The Revi- 
sionists are an “independent” party, indifferent to 
the attitude of the community. They are outside 
the Zionist movement and make their own policies 
—policies for which the entire people would be 
held responsible. 


Nor was this all. The Jewish frontier is wide 
and even during its darkest days Palestine was a 
fortunate sector in this frontier. Even when 


Arabs attacked and the government sought to 
hinder the development of the country, Palestine 
was a ray of light for many Jews situated in 
worse circumstances. 





For today there are countries where Jews are 
doomed to destruction unless they find a way to 
escape. And those who succeed in fleeing turn 
largely to Palestine. The Arab riots and the legal 
attempts of the government could not stop the 
surge of the exiles. Immigration to Palestine al- 
ways had to overcome difficulties. Under Turkish 
rule Jews were only permitted to enter as visitors. 
The immigration immediately after the world war 
started against the will of the authorities. For a 
short period after that, Jews were permitted to 
settle, but during this period of 1920-32, immi- 
grants had to overcome other, economic, obstacles. 
Afterwards, when the government instituted new 
limitations, many entered as tourists. Finally, in 
1933, transporting immigrants and landing them 
outside the regular ports of Palestine was quietly 
resorted to. .By the time of the outbreak of the 
Arab riots in 1936 there were already several tens 
of thousands of “‘illegal’” immigrants and tourists 
in the coutry. The disturbances did not stop this 
influx. On the contrary, the pioneering elements 
increased their efforts to enter Palestine and join 
the ranks of the defenders. When the Peel Com- 
mission came to investigate the situation, one of 
its main criticisms of the Jewish Agency was that 
the Agency did not loyally cooperate with the 
government in stopping “illegal” immigration. 
Moshe Shertok, representing the Agency, at that 
time had the thankless task of explaining to the 
Peel Commission why no Jewish person or insti- 
tution could help in preventing other Jews from 
seeking a refuge in Palestine. During recent years 
this “illegal” immigration increased still further 
when Nazi persecution in Europe gained in in- 
tensity and when it became obvious that the Brit- 
ish government was still further limiting “legal” 
entries. The Jewish Agency vigorously sought to 
influence the government to change its policies on 
immigration, but the masses of the Jews could 
not wait until a final favorable outcome and vari- 
ous groups began to organize “‘illegal” immigra- 
tion on a larger scale. 

Then ‘the Revisionists also became active. 


This is perhaps one of the saddest chapters 
in the history of Jewish immigration to Palestine. 
Possibly we should not be too severe with them 
since it may be argued that they lacked experience 
and capable organizers and were therefore forced 
to seek the aid of persons who turned out to be 
irresponsible adventurists. But the fate of the 
immigrants who trusted them was bitter indeed. 
These were subjected to unnecessary suffering. For 
months they were kept on board without adequate 
food, and without medicines in unseaworthy ves- 
sels. But at the same time, other, non-Revisionist 
groups, adequately proved that it was possible 
to bring immigrants to Palestine in a short time 
and without unnecessary suffering. Like other 
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private speculators who seek to gain from Jewish 
suffering, the Revisionists brought this type of im- 
migration into disrepute and provided grounds for 
those elements who opposed “illegal”? immigration 
to appear as defenders of the refugees against 
exploitation. The Revisionists also provided the 
highest percentage of immigrants arrested by the 
authorities and the government later deducted this 
number from the certificates for “legal” entries. 
In addition to thus bungling the job, the Revision- 


ists instituted on their boats a regime which - 


aroused all self respecting persons. Even physical 
punishments and other repressions were sometimes 
practiced and most-of the emigrants felt only 
hatred for their “benefactors”. The Revisionists 
themselves knew well their limited success and 
that even during the past year, when they were 
most active in this field, they accounted for no 
more the 27% of the entire number of “illegal”’ 
entries. But all this did not prevent them from 
declaring themselves to be the sole saviors of 
immigration. 

At about the time when the situation of many 
Jews in Europe assumed catastrophic proportions 
and the need for emigration increased, the British 
government released the Woodhead report which 
set up political instead of economic conditions as 
the measure for new “legal” immigration. Then 
followed the “White Paper” which sought to 
establish the new policy as a permanent instead 
of a temporary rule. The disputes with the gov- 
ernment concerning the economic absorptive capa- 
city of Palestine then lost all meaning and the Jew- 
ish community, as organized in the Vaad Leumi 
and the Zionist movement, openly announced that 
it considered the government policy to be a 
betrayal of the Mandate and that Jews would 
continue to enter Palestine in accordance with the 
absorptive capacity of the country and would dis- 
regard as much as possible the unlawful restric- 
tions of the government. Was it not the duty of 
all those who were concerned with immigration 
to join the common efforts in order to attain uni- 
fied support? The Revisionists, who are used to 
staying apart from any general organization and 
who seek to concentrate within one party activities 
which are the task of the community and for 
which the community is responsible, thought other- 
wise. They continued separate action and they 
misled the public when they ascribed to them- 
selves activities conducted by the entire movement. 

Totalitarian parties, which transform general 
activities into sectarian matters, have, in our day, 


‘brought about the desecration of the ideals which 


they inscribed on their flags. The Communists 
have desecrated the socialist ideals; the Nazis and 
Fascists have desecrated the ideals of nationalism. 
The Revisionists do not have the apparatus of 
government which parties of other peoples have 
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seized. The Jewish people does not have a gov- 
ernment which can be seized. The Revisionists 
therefore seek to establish the rule of their party 
through influencing public opinion. But public 
opinion does not lend itself to be used against the 
public nor can Zionist aims be attained by domina- 
tion. Zionism has only one way—the way of unity 
and truth. He who attempts to destroy these en- 
dangers Zionism itself. 

Revisionism appeared on the historical scene 
as the bearer of certain political demands within 
the Zionist movement, and as a force of dissatis- 
faction with existing political activities. From this 
position it shifted to attacks on organized Jewish 
labor and the “Chalutz” movement. In time Re- 
visionism passed to an attack on the entire Zionist 
movement and sought to supplant it. This is also 
the origin of all the totalitarian maneuvres and 
unfair means which are employed by them. If Re- 
visionism will return to its original political aims 
within Zionism, it will have the right of existence, 
the same as any other party in Zionism. Otherwise 
it will be doomed to the fate of remaining a 
destructive force and the entire task of creating the 
Jewish future in Palestine will pass it by. 

Is there any hope for the reform of Revision- 
ism? A ray of hope could be seen in this direc- 
tion. In Palestine the Revisionists joined the gen- 
eral organization of the community. After years 
of separation they reentered the Vaad Leumi and 
thus accepted the discipline of the entire com- 
munity, which they formerly repudiated. If this 
move will not be an isolated act and will be fol- 
lowed by a general turn in the direction of putting 
an end to partisan separatism, then it can serve as 
a unifying manifestation, a development so im- 
portant to the Zionist movement in these difficult 
days on the eve of some of the most important 
developments in Jewish history. Let us hope that 
the responsibilities of the present hour as well as 
the possibilities for continued struggle for our 
rights will bring about an internal change among 
the Revisionists. 


ADULT SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES 


OF THE 92nd STREET Y. M. H. A. 
NEW YORK 


“For the Study of Jewish History, Culture and Religion 
Under Scholarly Instructorship and on An Adult Level.” 


Courses: Interpretation of Current Jewish Events—Con- 
temporary Jewich Literature in Various Lanaquages— 
Culture of the Talmud—Relicion and Social Ethics in 
Contemporary Judzism—The Prophetic Literature of the 
Bible—Cultural Inter-change in Jewish History—Jews in 
the Economy of the Modern World—Hebrew and 
Arabic—History of Palestine. 


e 
Spring Term Begins January 30, 1940. 


* 
For Further Information, Consult 


RABBI HENRY M. ROSENTHAL 
Director of the School 


LEXINGTON AVENUE. et 92nd STREET 
ATwater 9-2400 
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Italy’s Propaganda Abroad 


HEN, FOUR, five years ago, the organiza- 
: .tion C. A. U. R. (Comitati Azioni Univer- 
salita Roma—Committees of Action for the Uni- 
versality of Rome) was founded in Rome, the 
world, which in other cases is usually informed 
swiftly of every “fascist accomplishment” by a 
great propaganda apparatus—did not learn a 
thing about it. Both the fascist party and the pro- 
paganda ministry which backed and financed this 
new organization not only failed to arouse interest 
among the Italians: they also managed to surround 
the CAUR with a certain esoteric atmosphere. 
And since no one knew the aims of this institution 
nor was compelled to obtain membership, no one 
bothered with it. It appeared to be a mere social 
club created for foreigners and managed by some 
Italian officials . . . 

The period during which the founding of the 
CAUR took placé is of special importance. It oc- 
curred when the rivalry between Mussolini and 
Hitler had taken on particularly violent forms. 
Contrary to Mussolini’s expectations Hitler tried, 
as the expression of the most intense Pan-German- 
ism, to start his march of advance into the world 
by trying to nullify everywhere Italy’s political and 
propagandistic efforts abroad. The violence of 
Hitler’s plans for the conquest of the world and 
for “fascist superiority and supremacy’’ finally 
shook Mussolini out of his indulgence and hesita- 
tion. It now became a question of salvaging and 
keeping Italian prestige. How could II Duce, the 
“father of Fascism’’, stand back, inactively, while 
Hitler everywhere discredited the Italian “human- 
itarian Fascism” ? 

It seemed to be a most difficult task to compete 
with the efficiency of the Nazi propaganda. In 
contrast with the well coordinated organizations of 
the “Germans Abroad”, similar Italian organiza- 
tions which were modelled after the German pat- 
tern, seemed to be more like patriotic societies with 
no interest in working for the overthrow of consti- 
tutions they had sworn to support. The German 
propaganda agents were neither timid nor reluct- 
ant with their means like the Italians, who tried to 
convince their listeners by lectures on culture or the 
spiritual tasks of Rome. Furthermore, the Ital- 
ians abroad could not, like the Germans, easily be 
lured into militant organizations and, to have their 
private life controlled and run by fascist agents. 


Since it was thus rather impossible to forcibly 
tighten up the Italian organizations abroad, Rome 
had to think of new means of making Italian fas- 
cism “popular”, and make it appear superior in 
contrast with Nazism and its brutal methods. 





® by Karl Schuck 


Those were the reasons for the creation of the 


CAUR which was exclusively founded for foreign. § 


ers. Since the statutes of the fascist party bar non- 
Italians from membership, foreigners in sympathy 
with fascism were given an opportunity of becom. 
ing “near-fascists”’, or, in any case, immediate 
relatives of fascism through membership in the 
CAUR. Tourist propaganda was directed now to 
invite foreign travelers to attend the great “‘social 
and cultural manifestations” which were cleverly 
arranged all over the country. 


On these occasions one could meet Englishmen, 
Americans, Frenchmen, Germans, who in the old 
palaces and amid the brilliant luxury of antiques 
and lights apparently enjoyed the “social touch” 
and the unpolitical amiability of the Italian hosts. 
It was strange, however, to see these foreigners 
greet each other with raised arms and wear on 
their lapels, with obvious pride, the badge of the 
CAUR, an eagle, a fascist lictor bundle, and the 
emblem of the organization. The foreigner’s be- 
wilderment was then easily guided into admiration 
when an Italian official explained that the meaning 
of this badge was a mere symbol of loyalty 
towards the fascist idea, of acknowledgment that 
Rome “‘as the spiritual and political center” of the 
world was the heir of great cultural legacies, and 
of affirmation that the bearer would reject the 
superiority of democratic ideologies. 

By thus introducing the foreigners to these prin- 
ciples, “fascist cells’ among the communities of 
foreign residents came into existence. It became 
understood that the aims to be pursued by the 
CAUR members were the propagation of fascist 
ideas in their own mother countries, helping to ef- 
fect fundamental changes in the existing forms of 
state and government and creating a friendly 
atmosphere for Italy. 

The “privilege” of wearing the badge inspired 
many foreigners, even the most indifferent ones, to 
join the CAUR. At once, they felt themselves as 
equals in fascist surroundings, furnished with 
ideas, aided and protected by a military state, and 
speedily lifted to the importance of “somebody 
with a badge.” 

It happened quite frequently that these fascist- 
minded foreigners gave lectures and, repeating the 
bombastic phrases about the fascist salvation of 
the world, found themselves wildly acclaimed and 
even decorated with the Cavalier’s Cross of the 
Crown of Italy. A firm foundation and a scheme 
for the organization of the CAUR was thus laid. 
After having accumulated sufficient experience 
about the adaptability of foreigners to the service 
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of Italian propaganda, the next step was taken. 
CAUR cells were started in those countries out- 
side of Italy where German propaganda had been 
particularly successful. 

The helping hands of these institutions abroad 
were, of course, the local fascist groups and the 
Italian consulates. The same tactics were main- 
tained. All those who had shown interest in Italian 
ideas received friendly invitations to meetings and 
receptions the outstanding features of which were 
literary or musical programs rendered by promi- 
nent Italians and exhibitions of classic] art which 
aroused admiration for the “Italian cause”. It 
was not too difficult for the Italian officials to 
convince the foreigners that Italian fascism was 
the protector and promoter of such cultural great- 
ness, that supporting this noble task implied af- 
firmation of Italian greatness, and membership in 
the CAUR would aid the further promotion of 
spiritual aims. 

Pamphlets were then distributed among the 
guests. These booklets which were conceived and 
printed in Italy presented outlines of the “admir- 
able achievements” of fascist Italy, of Mussolini’s 
humanitarianism, of the general happiness and 
thankfulness of the Italian people. After all, 
the reader thought, Italy, where such masterpieces 
of art originate and where the Church continues 
its holy work, can by no means be such a brutal, 
despicable country as it is usually represented by 
the anti-fascists. 

Many joined the CAUR in France, Bulgaria, 
the United States of America, and did not think it 
was a bad enterprise. It was socially satisfactory 
and pleasant, and there was no obligation to wear 
the badge nor to swear by fascist principles. 
Moreover, one could serve two Gods without 
penalty, that of the conservative social stratum 
to which one belonged at home, and that of a 
strong military country like Italy where all kinds 
of heroism were officially worshipped. 


There were many practical advantages offered! 
One day one would travel to Europe and there, 
touring in Italy, one would immediately be wel- 
comed by the Italian CAUR group; one would 
meet nice and interesting people; one would be 
shown around and received by the Duce! 

In exchange, one could ask friends to attend the 
meetings of the CAUR, one could persuade them 
that membership in the CAUR was cheap and 
advantageous, one could take the pamphlets and 
distribute them among friends and, not least, one 
could combat those non-military, non-heroic ideas 
of democracy. One day when fascism would be 
victorious all over the world, they, the members of 
the CAUR, would see themselves awarded with 
important positions and incalculable advantages as 
“fuehrers” or “underfuehrers” in the prospective 
fascist state. 


19 
The aims of the Italian managers of the CAUR 


groups were not restricted to mere enlargement of 
their groups; they consisted chiefly of obtaining 
valuable information of a political and even mili- 
tary character. New CAUR friends were turned 
into members—friends who could support this in- 
stitution practically or ‘‘morally” by giving money 
or information. 

Most of the “important members” had useful 
relationships with political groups or personalities 
of far reaching influence in the political or 
economic structure of their country. All the infor- 
mation thus received was immediately handed 
over to the Italian consulates and the intelligence 
agents who lost no time sending the precious 
material to Rome. Governmental secrets, im- 
portant facts about industrial plants, and knowl- 
edge of new airplane parts or construction were 
obtained through these “important members” who, 
with or without intention and awareness, betrayed 
their own country. 

While delving into the un-American activities 
of the German-American Bund, the Dies Commit- 
tee in Washington came upon the existence of the 
Italian fascist organizations of the CAUR and 
met with the fact that the CAUR had spread its 
groups throughout the country. The German- 
American Bund as a fascist organization consisted 
mainly of Americans of German descent or Amer- 
ican sympathizers with Nazism. It was therefore 
not too difficult to discover substantial facts about 
its members, its background, and its aims. 

But it was apparently impossible to trace the 
intimate coherence of the CAUR groups which 
were cloaked as social and cultural institutions. 
Neither could the names of the American members 
and sponsors be discovered nor, because of the 
interwoven cultural-political aspects of this or- 
ganization, could the anti-democratic, anti-consti- 
tutional activities of the CAUR be clearly 
discerned. 


Mussolini has never concealed his Macchiavel- 
lianism and his sense for opportunties. While his 
German axis partners are marching with I] Duce’s 
foes, the Bolsheviks, and while the democratic 
countries are trying to lure the Italian dictator 
to their side, he has not failed to keep his hands 
on the direction of his fascist propaganda. Until 
he has made up his mind with whom he will march, 
whether with the Germans or the Western powers, 
he prefers to keep his armies and his means ready 
for any eventualities and to stop, for the time 
being, all propaganda activities of which the dem- 
ocracies are suspicious. 

The present suspension of the propagandistic 
political activity of the CAUR groups is no reason 
for the American government to leave these agen- 
cies without control or to relax from necessary 
vigilance for the security of the country and the 
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people. The outcome of the European war will 
decide whether fascism (in whatever form it may 
appear) will rule the world. The future of demo- 
cratic principles is at stake and with it the 
future of mankind. It will be up to America to 
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prove that the maxims of humanity, which cap 
only originate and stay alive where the spirit of 
human dignity, of liberty, and of self-determina 
tion is active, will be saved for future generations 
through constant alertness. 


HEBREW ANTIQUITIES 


HE SUTRO collection of Hebrew MSS. in San Fran- 
cisco is the second largest in the U. S. A. It was 
bought by Adolph Sutro from a bank in Jerusalem, with 
which it was deposited after the death of the antiquist 
Shapiro, its former owner. 

Sutro well appreciated the value of MSS. and rare books, 
and made considerable effort to secure and store them in 
San Francisco. MSS. are indeed valuable inasmuch as they 
may throw light on obscure historical episodes. Of partic- 
ular import, therefore, is a collection of MSS. which comes 
mostly from the unfrequented country of Yemen. Phases 
of the life of Yemenite Jews, many of its customs and 
habits, unfold themselves through marginal notes, remarks 
and colophons to these MSS. 

MSS., having been quite expensive and necessarily rare, 
would have been inaccessible to a large number of Jews, 
were it not for their great desire to study. Because of this 
craving, they found ingenious ways to surmount the diffi- 
ulty. Thus, Yemenite Jews learned to read MSS. from var- 
ious sides and angles, upside down and sidewise,.as well as 
straightly, so that as many as eight people could avail them- 
selves of a single MS. Yet even that single MS. was not 
always available; therefore the Jews began to consider MSS. 
as a quasi-public property. To be sure, MSS. still belonged 
to private individuals, yet their use was free to anyone. 
Evidences of this public-spiritedness can be found in many 
MSS., which bear inscriptions to the effect that everyone 
was welcome to read them and that the one who reads the 
MS. shall be blessed but the one who steals it shall be cursed. 
The last phrase need not amaze us, for MSS. were equiva- 
lent to money and were bought and sold. However, it may 
be that the curse was invoked against traffickers in stolen 
MSS. practised, apparently, by Arabs. These biblioklepts 
went unpunished even at a much later period. The famous 
traveller Saphir relates in his book, “Even-Saphir”’, how his 
belongings, including several Mss. were stolen and then 
sold openly in the market. 

The rarity of MSS. is directly accountable to the remark- 
able memorizing power developed by the Yemenite Jews. 
Saphir, for instance, tells us how his servant, upon coming 
to a small synagogue lacking a scroll, melodiously recited 
the weekly section with the Arabic and Aramaic transla- 
tions from memory. Remarkable as this may seem, it is not 
unique, for, according to Saphir, many a Jew in Yemen 
knows by heart complete biblical sections with biblical com- 
mentaries. 

The value of MSS. gave impetus to many to try their 
skill at writing. A colophon on one of the MSS. (No. 10) 
states that the author had accomplished the task of writing 
the complete book of Exodus in Hebrew, Aramaic and 
Arabic in 35 days. Another colophon in conclusion of MS. 
No. 31 which was written in 1424 reads: “. . . And I be- 
ing weak and pitiful plead with the reader that he would 
not judge me harshly should he find errors either in a word, 
or a writing or a vowel or an accent because I wrote this 
and I am only an abecedarian and the children whom I 
teach are difficult one. Those from right, those from left 
and those from the front; and the mind is not tranquil to 
understand.” The scribe goes on to complain of the hard 
times, the bad economic conditions, and the suppression and 





humiliation inflicted upon the Jews, all of which contrib. 
uted much to his errors. 

The troublesome times brought also some happy conse. 
quences to the Yemenite Jews, for they became acquainted 
with Maimonides in an hour of distress. 

It was in a time of severe and almost unbearable oppres- 
sion that the Jewish latent hopes flared up, and a Messianic 
movement swept Yemenite Jewry like wild fire. Fortu. 
nately enough, the most respected one among them, Jacob 
Alfayumi, did not lose his head, and wrote a letter to 
Maimonides seeking his advice. 

The author of the “Guide to the Perplexed” did not de. 
lay his fatherly reply, known as “Iggeret Teyman”. In it 
Maimonides comforted and consoled the Jews in Yemen 
and begged them not to be misled. 

The Yemenite Jews well appreciated the value of this let- 
ter which in all probability saved them, and recognized its 
author as a sole authority in Jewish life, outrivalling that 
of the Talmud iiself. 

It is in the light of this fact that the great number of 
Maimonides’ MSS. (among 150 MSS. there are 26 MSS. of 
Mishneh Torah) and the absence of a Talmudic MS. can 
be understood. 

Maimonides was adhered to the letter in Yemen and it is 
for this reason that comparison of the printed Mishneh 
Torah to the MSS. may yield interesting and significant re- 
sults. Indeed, deviations occur in the printed book, partic- 
ularly regarding the strict regulation of writing a scroll for 
synagogue use. 

The laws were so strict that, in a few instances, the num- 
ber of lines was specified. Thus, the “Song of Warning” 
is to be written according to our MSS. in 67 lines. Any 
deviation from this number renders the scroll unfit for 
ritual service. Yet, in many a scroll, the “Song of Warn- 
ing’’ is written in 70 lines which is the proper number ac- 
cording to the printed book of Mishneh Torah. This non- 
conformity is not a mere error but rather a perverseness, 
for the first word of each line is given and a mistake could 
not have occurred. How, why, and when this change was 
made is still an open question. 

The contention that the MSS. of Mishneh Torah are in 
error could have been rebuttable (on the ground that 
scribes in Yemen copied from a faulty book) had it not 
been for the remark by a well-known commentator on 
Mishneh Torah that the number (70 lines) can hardly be 
correct. It is also to be noted that many a biblical MSS. in 
the Sutro collection have only 67 lines. Outstanding 
among these MSS. is a scroll which deviates in a few res- 
pects from any other scroll known to us, but it conforms 
very strictly to the regulations laid down in the written 
Mishneh Torah. Yet this scroll was apparently not written 
for synagogue use, for it lacks all the niceties attached to 
such scrolls. Could it have been written to serve as a 
model for copyists? Such models were current, and Maim- 
onides himself wrote one which is described in Mishneh 
Torah (9 XI, XII) thusly: 

“The scroll of the law which I myself have written con- 
tains 226 columns of 51 lines each. The width of each 
column is 4 fingers, and the Song of the Sea and the Song 
of Warning are written on columns which have a width of 
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INTERPRETATION OF JESUS 
"THE NAZARENE” by Sholem Asch. . Translated by 


Maurice Samuel. G. P. Puinam’s Sons, New York, 


1939. 698 pp. $2.75. 


NLY ASCH could have written this book, and only 

Maurice Samuel could have given it a translation 
which leaves the reader with no regrets that he has not 
read the original. If this novel does not win Asch the 
Nobel Prize for Literature, it should surely win him some 
special recognition from the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews for it will undoubtedly do much to 
dispel the misunderstandings that continually crop out of 
the conventional Crucifixion Story. The book is being 
read by more than one hundred thousand Gentiles and 
hundreds of ministers which is more than can be said of 
most of the anti-defamation literature for which American 
Jewry is being so heavily taxed. 

One must marvel at the versatility of a writer who could 
conceive a Motke Ganef and also portray a Prince in so 
gently elegiac a mood as to satisfy the most life-weary 
sesthete. We had already perceived in certain passages 
in Asch’s “‘Sabbatai Zevi” and his “Salvation” that remark- 
able quality of unpatronizing compassion which is the 
essential requisite for the task at hand. That quility is 
so rarely combined as it is with Asch with profound analy- 
tical powers and an almost pagan zeal for form and color, 
and when one combines with these qualities an omnivorous 
reading in Talmud and Midrash and a mastery of the 
historical research of a Scheurer, a Strach and a Klausner, 
one is truly prepared to undertake for the thousandth 
time an interpretation of one of the greatest men who 
ever, or never, lived. 

The literary device by which Asch brings the balanc- 
ing hind-sight of the years to the events of those days, 
is ingenious. He discovers a Polish scholar sharply bitten 
by anti-Semitism who suffers from what surface psychol- 
ogists would call “hallucination” but which a student of 
the fourth dimension like Thomas Mann would describe 
as a mere bath in the bottomless well of time, a memory 
recall through which the experience of the race have welled 
up into a contemporary consciousness as waters sometimes 
emerge to the surface by pressure exerted from a great 
distance. 

The scholar Pan Viadomsky is not the only one who 
lives in two worlds. Just as he relives his existence as 
Cornelius, the Ciliarch who, under Pontius Pilate, super- 
vises the crucifixion of Jesus, so the Hebrew scholar who 
assists Viadomsky recalls his former incarnation as a pupil 
of the great Pharisaic Rabbi Nicodemon. We are given 
through these reporters a Roman and a Jewish view of 
what happened together with a fascinating confession of 
Judah Ish-Kiriot, a sort of Fifth Gospel, a book in itself 











6 fingers. And the length of the whole scroll is 1336 fin- 
gers, the remaining 6 fingers are accountable by the initial 
and final margins. And the hides on which we wrote the 
scroll are buckskins.” 

The scroll in the possession of the Sutro Library con- 
forms in every detail to the above description and, as far as 
we know, is unique in this respect. 

Does the Sutro collection possess the genuine Maimon- 
ides scroll? Was Sutro’s scroll written by the Teacher him- 
elf? No definite answer to this question can be given at 
present, although circumstantial evidence points toward a 
Positive solution. JOSEPH SALOMON 
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and one which might have created a greater stir in 
Christian circles had it been published separately. 

The same opulent canvas is here as there was in “Three 
Cities”. Asch’s inveterate psychologizing has a field 
holiday—what with Herod Antipater, Herodias, Salome, 
Hanan ben Hanan, Jochanan the Baptist, Mary Magdala, 
the Disciples, the Zealots and the pilgrim mobs that come 
to Jerusalem for the temple worship. For Asch is most 
at home when he is describing humanity caught in the 
mysterious web of religious ecstasy. 

As for Jesus, Asch is too shrewd to attempt the personal 
identification which made Ludwig's biography more that 
of Ludwig than of Jesus. Asch prefers to describe Jesus 
as reflected in the eyes of his followers, as Galsworthy 
described the heroine of the “Forsythe Saga”. The Jesus 
which the mytho-poeic fancy of the generations has spun 
is an infinitely greater Jesus than any historical figure 
could have been and Asch is wise to recognize this. He 
also recognizes what Klausner has maintained, that the 
Midrashic style of the parables in the New Testament is 
superior to the more cryptic or didactic manner of the 
Talmud and Midrash. They were first spoken to simple 
people of the earth and they have, therefore, a patient 
simplicity and a mellow cadence for the ear. They lack 
the nervous protest and crabbed cerebration of the Pirke 
Aboth, for instance. Asch honors this mood and invents 
a style highly reminiscent of the Gospels. He uses the 
parables as pegs on which to hang the Jesus narrative. He 
creates the living situation which prompted the utterances 
that have become the spiritual content of Christianity. He 
does this with such skill and such mastery of the material 
that one forgets where the authentic source leaves off 
and the imaginative fill-in-begins. Asch has recreated the 
hero and his environment, has shown the delicate neural 
connection between the man and his times without reduc- 
ing the man to an echo of his environment and without 
subjecting the environment completely to the man. There 
is a Pharisaic realism which keeps Asch, as it kept the 
Pharisees, from completely surrendering their critical facul- 
ties to the Galileean. He indicates certain inconsistencies 
in the teachings of Jesus. He believed for instance, that 
man need not be concerned about his food for the God 
who fed the ravens would surely feed His sons and 
daughters; and yet Jesus himself was cared for, fed and 
clothed by the patient and loving labor of the men and 
women about him. So too do we find that Jesus was not 
able to convince his followers that salvation was of the 
spirit. Try as they might to rise above hunger and in- 
justice by exalting their hearts into the clouds, their feet 
were still bound to the earth. They demand a sign, not 
some extraneous miracle but the actual overthrow of 
tyranny and the achievement of abundance. There is a 
great homily here for the false messiahs of our time. You 
cannot preach salvation to the hungry unless you are will- 
ing to deliver the goods—ham and eggs, thirty dollars 
every Thursday as well as a garden home in the suburbs 
of heaven. 

Asch is remarkably fair in his analysis of the events 
that lead to the Crucifixion and in his apportionment of 
the responsibility first to the Romans who feared a popular 
uprising, secondly to the high priesthood and the Sad- 
ducees who were irritated with one who cast aspersion on 
their privileges and was naive enough to believe in a 
world to come, and thirdly, upon Judah Ish-Kiriot who, 
thoroughly convinced that Jesus was the Messiah, tried to 
precipitate salvation by bringing the cohorts of Rome 
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Gewerkshaften Campaign 


A FUND FOR CONSTRUCTION AND DEFENSE 











How the Histadrut (General Federation of Jewish Labor in Palestine) Used the 
Funds of the Gewerkshaften Campaign 


(Report of the Executive Committee of the Histadrut on October 1, 1939) 


Received from the National Labor Committee for Palestine for the fiscal year 
beginning September 1, 1938 and ending August 31, 1939: 








1. For the general and special activities of the Histadrut $296,230.00 
2. Forwarded to the Jewish Agency for Emergency Palestine purposes..... 19,510.00 
Total $315,740.00 





This Sum Was Spent in the Following Manner: 


1. Agricultural Labor Colonization.......... $ 95,717.00 


2. Immigration and Employment—sending delegates 
to European countries to organize the immigra- 
tion and accompany it to Palestine; development 
of new fields of employment on sea and land; 

















formation of new cooperatives 72,691.00 

3. Labor Homes, School Buildings, Women’s and 
Youth Centers 57,306.00 

4. Trade Education for Youth and Adults, Social 
Work 31,287.00 
5. Self Defense and Security 28,561.00 
6. General Histadrut Educational Work..ccccecceccss 10,668.00 
Total $315,740.00 





Quota for 1939-40—One Million Dollars 


The annual convention of the National Labor Committee for Palestine unani- 
mously adopted a cuota of ONE MILLION DOLLARS TO AID THE HISTADRUT 
DURING THE COMING YEAR. 


Since the outbreak of the war in Europe, the Histadrut has been confronted 
with enormous tasks. The positions of the Jewish workers already in the country 
must be maintained and expanded during the present critical period. The number of 
refugees seeking a home in Palestine has immeasurably increasd. These must be 
brought into the country and aided to become established in productive work. 


LABOR PALESTINE MEETS THE CHALLENGE 


THE HISTADRUT BUILDS A LIFE OF SECURITY BASED ON 
COOPERATION AND CREATIVE LABOR 


NO JEW MUST NEGLECT HIS DUTY AT THE PRESENT CRITICAL 
MOMENT 


Send your contribution to: 
National Labor Committee for Palestine 
275 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 
Or to your local committee. 
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: face to face with the invincible power of the Son of God. 


In the imaginative reconstruction of the emergency 
meeting of the Sanhedrin, Asch presents the Pharisaic 

int of view and gives this majority party in Israel a 
dean bill of health. We know that this has been done by 
scholars like Travers Hereford, George Foot Moore and 
Canon Danby but now we can hope that a much larger 
body of Christians will get the benefit of these researches 
through this novel. 

“The Hebrew spirit is more to be feared than the 
Hebrew fist”, said Pilate to the high priests. He did not 
fear the Hebrew spirit as embodied by the hierarchy of 
the priesthood for it played a game of power politics, and, 
in that game, was no match for Rome. Nor did he fear 
John the Baptist or the Nazarene as long as they talked 
soothingly to the people and promised them rewards in 
the world to come. He could rightly have feared the 
Hebrew spirit which, faithful to the essential teachings 
of the prophets, Hillel and Jesus, might some day suc- 
cessfully implement these teachings and back them with 
organizational skill. The problem of freedom vs. organiza- 
tion was not solved by the Nazarene nor has it been 
solved in our day. Asch is careful not to excite hopes 
that must lead to further disillusionment. He is satisfied 
to describe the ultimate effect of the life and the teachings 
of the Nazarene on the conscience of the western world 
in the words of the anti-Semite Pan Viadomsky, “And 
so I pass from incarnation to incarnation, and in every 
incarnation I struggle against Him. I tear myself from 
Him, and cannot tear myself away. I cannot be with 
Him, and I cannot be without Him”. 

Jacos J. WEINSTEIN 


IVAN THE TERRIBLE 


STALIN, by Boris Souvarine. 690 pages. Alliance Book 

Co. N.Y. $4.50. 

HIS BIOGRAPHY by Boris Souvarine, one of the 

founders of the French Communist Party and a for- 
mer member of the Communist International Executive, is 
much more than an evaluation of the Russian dictator. It 
is primarily a history of Bolshevism and provides a wealth 
of needed information about the. Russian revolutionary 
movement. This is in itself no slight service since most of 
the recent literature on the subject which emanates from 
communist sources is an insult to the reader’s intelligence. 
The official “History of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union”, to which one would naturally turn, is of little help 
to any person seriously concerned with getting at least an 
accurate account of the chronology of events. The blatant 
distortion and suppression of facts within theememory of 
every adult reader make this opus valueless even as propa- 
ganda outside the borders of the Soviet Union. The con- 
fused liberal is by now thoroughly conditioned to expect 
partisan interpretation, with no quarter given, but he still 
hopes for elementary veracity in the recording of actual 
happenings. Mr. Souvarine’s work makes no pretense at 
being dispassionate; his views will be accepted as lucid 
analysis or obvious bias according to the political prefer- 
ences of the reader, but whatever one may think of the 
author’s conclusions, the book presents an inestimable 
amount of well-documented material for the understanding 
of revolution and counter-revolution in Russia. 

Stalin is delineated in the by now familiar figure of the 
Georgian tyrant, tenacious in purpose, ruthless in execution 
—the man with the small mind and the fierce will who has 
succeeded in destroying not only his revolutionary comrades 
but the last vestiges of the revolutionary ideal. Souvarine 
compares him to Ivan the Terrible, rather than to Peter the 


is Great, though it is obvious that Stalin likes to think of him- 


self in terms of the latter. The recent Soviet motion picture 
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“Peter the Great’’, in its frank chauvinism and glorification 
of militarism, made it clear enopgh that despite the Marxist, 
tunes still chirped by local comrades, Stalin was identifying: 
himself openly with the imperial proponent of Russian 
nationalism. Souvarine, however, opposes even this melan- 
choly parallel—melancholy when one recalls the dream of a 
socialist state. According to him, the visionless ferocity of 
Ivan the Terrible fits better. 

It is interesting to observe the characterizations of Stalin 
by various close associates as reported by Souvarine. The 
lauds are not lacking. With scrupulous malice, the author 
records pages of dithyrambs in Stalin’s praise composed by 
the admiring Russian public since the rn seizure of 
power. No panegyrics are too fulsome, just as no photo- 
graphs are too large or numerous. Naturally, it is impos- 
sible to include these stereotyped paeans under the heading 
of opinion. Just as unfortunately, past references to him by 
party comrades of years’ standing are now suspect since the 
overwhelming majority of these gentlemen have since been 
purged. However, views expressed by intimate acquain- 
tances and fellow workers long before their hour of “trial”, 
still have a certain validity. Years ago, for instance, Buk- 
harin compared him to Genghis Khan. Like almost all 
who knew Stalin, he stressed his lack of intellectual capacity 
as well as his pathological envy of all better endowed. “He 
is, eaten up with a vain desire to become a well-known 
theoretician. He feels that is the only thing he lacks.” 

The analysis made by the arch-enemy, Trotsky, is worth 
noting in this connection because in a sense it is a keen 
summary of the total impression produced by Stalin on 
numerous commentators. In ‘‘My Life” Trotsky writes of 
his opponent: “I was repelled by those very qualities that 
were his strength on the wave of decline—the narrowness 
of his interests, his empiricism, the coarseness of his psy- 
chological make-up, his peculiar cynicism of a provincial 
whom Marxism has freed from many prejudices without, 
however, replacing them with a philosophical outlook 
thoroughly thought out and mentally assimilated.” 

Some of the anecdotes in regard to Stalin may be apocry- 
phal. Souvarine pretends to no more than hearsay for a 
report of a conversation in 1923 in the course of which he 
is supposed to have said to Kamenev and Djershinsky: “To 
choose one’s victim, to prepare one’s plans minutely, to 
slake an implacable vengeance, and then to go to bed... 
there is nothing sweeter in the world.” Whether or not 
Stalin actually uttered these words is known only to him- 
self, the sole survivor of the trio, but it must be conceded 
that Souvarine piles up enough evidence to make one feel 
that, if anything, the utterance is too much in character. 
The villain bares his soul too aptly, but fact, legend, gossip 
verified and unverified, display a surprising unanimity of 
impression. Over and over we get the mind of limited 
scope but great organizational capacity, the morbidly jeal- 
ous nature determined to ‘‘get even” with any who crossed 
him or outshone him in obscurer days, the savage ambition 
to whose service every ideological consideration has been 
sacrificed. 


What did Lenin think of his disciple? In the famous 
“Testament” of the master, composed shortly before his 
death, in which Lenin advised the removal of Stalin from 
the office of General Secretary of the Party, he writes: 
“Stalin is too rude (grub!).” The Russian word grub has 
been variously translated as “rude”, “rough”, “coarse” but 
none of these adjectives are quite accurate. One would 
have to add the connotation of “vulgar” to get the full 
flavor of the original. 

As time went on a great many things about the faithful 
Stalin began to worry Lenin. He worried particularly 
about the Georgian Stalin’s ‘“‘true-Russian” nationalism, 
observing (according to Souvarine) that Russians by adop- 
tion were worse than native Russians when they become 
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chauvinist. What good cause there was for Lenin’s alarm 
in this sphere, the bombs that fell in Finland attest! 
Souvarine gives many of the ludicrous, as well as the 
tragic, by-products of the absolute rule of the bureaucratic 
rty machine. The “co-ordination” of the arts, science, 
literature and history in the interests of party discipline has 
long been familiar but one is still startled by gems such as 
Krylenko’s address to the Congress of Chess Players in 
1932. ‘We must finish once for all with the neutrality of 
chess. We must condemn once and for all the formula 
‘chess for the sake of chess’."” This outdoes even “Leninist 
physics” and “Marxian chemistry”, but taken all in all, one 
wouldn't recommend “‘Stalin” for diversion. The picture 
that emerges is too grim. MariE SYRKIN 


BELIEFS OF BYGONE DAYS 


JEWISH MAGIC AND SUPERSTITION, by Joshua 
Trachtenberg, Behrman’s Jewish Book House, New 
York, 1939, $3.50. 


ie IS obvious that the religion of the vast majority of 
all peoples consists of a large number of beliefs tainted 
with superstition, and actions undertaken in the hope of 
magical results. Even in our own sophisticated age, among 
those who vaunt their rationalism there are plenty who 
fear the black cat, the overhanging ladder, or the change 
in luck. One could draw, and many have done so, a 
dismal picture of the present state of human intelligence 
by describing the unexpressed beliefs and the unguarded 
actions among the “emancipated”. How much more dis- 
mal, from our point of view, must the picture be of those 
ages when the reality of the invisible was universally 
accepted, when, in fact, the boundary between the two 
worlds was quite indistinct. 

With much charm and a great deal of learning Dr. 
Trachtenberg has done for the medieval period in Jewish 
life what Lynn Thorndike did some years ago for the 
medieval world in general. The difference in method 
between the general and the Jewish historian of this 
phase of life is that Dr. Trachtenberg has hewn closer 
to the line. In other words, he narrowed his field of 
discussion to the purely descriptive and the more or less 
static. After an all-too-brief but quite instructive chapter 
on the place which the Christians assigned the Jews as 
serceres and allies of Satan, the author plunges into his 
theme of the role played by magic and superstition in 
the life of the Jews themselves. It appears that among the 
Jews there was no magic of a major kind. Nothing equiv- 
alent to the Black Mass was ever celebrated, nor did any 
Jewish scholar sell his soul to the ‘Devil. The essential 
requirement of black magic, the appeal for help to the 
powers of darkness, seems never to have been resorted to. 
On the other hand, Dr. Trachtenberg proves the plentiful 
existence in Jewish life of what might be called white 
magic, the fight against evil spirits, the protection of life 
against the threats of a world filled to the brim with 
invisible dangers. He discusses the spirits that threatened, 
the occasions when they were most harmful and the 
various means used to ward them off. Man’s every step 
was dogged by fearful enemies, and eternal vigilance was 
the price of peace of mind. But if life was dangerous, one 
knew exactly what to do in every circumstance, provided— 
and here was the catch—one followed fantastic formulas 
with impossible exactness. 

Either because of the morbid interest it stirs, or the 
humorous details it gives, Dr. Trachtenberg’s book will 
be found exceptionally interesting. There is no denying 
that we have here a rare combination of scholarship, good 
style, judicious arrangement, and amusing content. Not 
the least interesting among the chapters of this book are 
those dealing with medicine, divination, and dreams. 









Jewish FRoNTE 








DECE 























= 


A SUPERB FLORIDA HOTEL UNDER THE 
MANAGEMENT OF MR. FRANK SEIDEN 








The FLORIDIAN and 


CABANA CLUB 


MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 


Flee to Florida 


. . and soak yourself in sunshine. Swim 
in our sapphire pool or dip in the sea. Golf 
on velvety greens. Enjoy the most thrilling 


vacation—ever. Inafew words...come to 


THE FLORIDIAN HOTEL 


Superb Swimming Pool - Cabana Club - Sun 
Tan Beach - Romantic Gardens - Luxurious 


Accommodations - Modified American or Europ- 


ean Plan - Dietary Observance - Orchestra for , 


Concerts and Dancing - Perfect Cuisine that has 


Created the Famous Frank Sieden Management 


New York Office: ANSONIA HOTEL 
Telephone: SUsquehanna 7-3300 


Hotels Under Seiden Management 
HOLLYWOOD HOTEL, West End. N. J. 
GRAND HOTEL, Highmount, N. Y. 
THE FLORIDIAN, Miami Beach, Fla. 
LAUREL-IN-THE-PINES, Lakewood, N. J. 














(Kindly Mention JEWISH FRONTIER When Patronizing Advertisers) 













a 


supers! 
Fine 
If a 
his pa 
one’s 
hound 
mystic 
make 
are in 
Had 
gvoide 
diliges 
tion 
lacec 
r. I 
to wh 
This | 
own | 
from 
stitior 
shou! 
but n 
convil 
and § 
To 
Trach 
for © 
tices. 
A rei 
ri0 
y C 
woul 
sider 
More 
supet 
fact 
less 
Jews 
to la 
tion 
such 
whic 
call 


THI 






















‘DECEMBER, 1939 


Much of this material is related neither to magic nor 
gperstition, but represents the best knowledge and theory 
of the time. 

If any criticism is to be levelled at the author, it is in 
his paying the reader the compliment of assuming every- 
one’s ability to distinguish that very thin but essential 
boundary between magic and religion, or superstition and 
mysticism. To be sure, he was under no obligation to 
make any such distinction, and the definitions of the terms 
ate implicit in the title and the content of the volume. 
Had he made them explicit, however, he would have 
gvoided the unfortunate impression created by his very 
diligence in uncovering the superstitious basis or applica- 
tion of much that is truly religious. The noblest idea, 
laced in the hands of the masses, may become debased. 
be. Trachtenberg proves this in his discussion of the uses 
to which the Bible was put, or even the Name of God. 
This is a sociological truth of tremendous moment to our 
own time. On the other hand, the rise of a group habit 
from lowly origins does not indicate its continued super- 
stitious interpretation. By the same token, Astronomy 
should still be laughed at. This reviewer does not criticize, 
but merely regrets that the author did not indicate more 
convincingly the existence of a struggle between Religion 
and Superstition. 

To the extent to which this matter is discussed, Dr. 
Trachtenberg condemns the majority of medieval rabbis 
for condoning and even encouraging superstitious prac- 
tices. Therein Dr. Trachtenberg is not altogether fair. 
A reading of Dr. G. G. Coulton’s works on the medieval 
rc. will show the difference between the parts played 
y Church and Synagogue in fostering what we nowadays 
would call superstitious practices. The historian must con- 
sider the age in which the people he discusses lived. 
Moreover, despite the impression left by the book that 
superstition was almost ubiquitous among the Jews, the 
fact remains that the Sefer Hassidim, not to mention any 
less important books, was never as popular among the 
Jews as was the Hobot Ha’Lebabot. But I do not want 
to labor the point. This book is not so much a contribu- 
tion to religious history as it is a sociological study. As 
such it admirably describes the mental atmosphere in 
which large numbers of Jews lived during the period we 
call medieval. 

SOLOMON GRAYZEL 


THE AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 5700, Vol. 41. 
Edited by Harry Schneiderman for the American Jew- 
ish Committee. The Jewish Publication Society of 
America, Philadelphia, 1939. 790 p. 


HIS annual classic is now again on hand to remind us 


tories now standard to the Yearbook, with the welcome in- 
novation of a list of subsidiary institutions served by the 
various local federations and welfare boards. Without 


Among the special articles are biographies of the late Mr. 
Justice Cardozo, the late Judge William Lewis, who gave 
much of his time not only to American Zionism but to 


kelstein contributes an appreciation of the life of his col- 
' league Professor Israel Davidson’: who as a man and a 


is a long article by Professor Solomon Zeitlin on Rashi, 
Which despite its public claim to being “intended for 
popular reading” is nevertheless slightly on the scholarly 








prove to be more than a popular reference. 
















of the momentous Jewish year just completed. The { yy 
contents include the numerous statistical charts and direc- 


question this is a most important and needed improvement. 7 Us 
Jewish life in general and of B. Charney Vladeck, who Z 
served another sector of Jewish life. Professor Louis Fin- / 


scholar was an ornament to Jewish life in America. There 77 


side and by its discussion of a number of theories will 
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Particularly timely in these days of physical need for so 
many millions of Jews is the review of the work of the 
Joint Distribution Committee for the past twenty-five years. 
It is a catalogue of sorrows indeed, but of sorrows well met. 
Dr. Linfield contributes his decennial review of Jewish 
population in the United States and finds that in the decade 
ending with 1937 the Jewish community in this country had 
its smallest ten-year increase since 1877, due in part to a 
decrease in immigration. Dr. Linfield estimates the Jewish 
population at 4,831,180 with the total increase at 603,151. 

As usual the central point of interest is the review of 
Jewish events and experience of the past year, divided be- 
tween the United States and the rest of the world. They 
are lengthy and solid and cover the field quite thoroughly. 
Their authors are Morris Fine, Moses Moskowitz and 


JewisH FRONTIER: 


Nathan C. Belth. In one respect, however, they seem to be” 
slightly deficient for they emphasize political events tog 
strongly. To some this may seem a virtue, but it is import. ” 
ant to note that in the case of Palestine, at least, the stea 

development of the inner life of the Jewish community js 
as deserving of notice as the unwelcome political develop. 
ment of: the past year. Jewish life has some internal as. 


pects which should be particularly noted in these days of } 


disquieting events. This minor criticism should be.taken 
as an indication of the excellence of the material contained 
in these articles. All in all, we have here an excellent 
volume and it is hoped that some day Jews may have as 
much role in making their history as in writing it. Per. 
haps it will prove more cheerful reading then. 

SAMUEL DUKER 


CORRESPONDENCE 





A NEW "INNOCENT FRONT" 


A new “Innocent Front’ has appeared, this time upon 
the arena of Zionist affairs, the “American Friends of 
Jewish Palestine”. True to form, the “innocents” appear 
in print interspersed among other names not too innocent 
of the Revisionist sponsorship and control. The difference, 
if any, between this set-up and that of other movements 
which have devised this clever scheme for blinding the eyes 
of their followers, is the boldness of the leadership and 
their arrogant assumption that they “can put it over” 
without the need of too much subtlety. 

The head of this organization is Rabbi Louis I. Newman, 
well-known in this country for his Revisionist sympathies. 
On the Executive Committee is Prof. Benjamin Akzin, 
President of the Revisionist Organization in America. Col. 
J. H. Patterson whose visit here resulted in the formation 
of this organization, is known to all Zionists as a Revision- 
ist. Yet, meticulously is any mention of the Revisionist 
Movement omitted from the literature of that movement's 
new progeny. Why? 

“Free Immigration and Adequate Security for Pales- 
tine’ —that sums up the aims and achievements of the 
American Friends of a Jewish Palestine. But to those 
of us who are not new to Zionist ranks, haven’t those 
words a curiously familiar ring? Isn’t that the aim of 
every Zionist organization? Haven’t the Chalutzim for 
example chartered boats and more recently bought vessels 
for the exp-ess purpose of bringing immigrants :nto Pales- 
tine, extra-quota as well as those within the quota? 
Weren't there some ringing, never-to-be-forgotten words 
regarding the work of bringing immigrants into Palestine, 
just at this last Congress at Geneva—the Zionist Congress 
to which Revisionists send no delegates and with which 
they do not cooperate? 

And “adequate security” in Palestine which admittedly 
has not been achieved as yet—has the Zionist movement 
not striven for it? Has not the Haganah been organized 
which was responsible in these last three years of unrest 
in Palestine for the brilliant self-defense of the colonies 
and the whole Yishuv? Naturally, the work can be 
strengthened and should be implemented, but that can 
be accomplished thru unity and not thru divisive means. 

As described in their booklet, ‘“The work of the Amer- 
ican Friends is a unique, original, unduplicated work”’. 
This is a flagrant falsification meant for the eyes of the 
uninformed. Nothing that is being done or has been done 
by the American Friends of Jewish Palestine is either 
unique, original or unduplicated. Quite the contrary, the 
“Group” thru which they work has very deliberately and 
with malice aforethought duplicated the work now being 


done by all the National Organizations, the Keren Hayesod, 
the Keren Kayemeth and the Histadruth. Indeed, they 
have duplicated in such a way as to bring chaos and con- 
fusion to those American Jews who heretofore have been 
approched for the support of those funds. 

At a time like this, where unity should be the keynote 
of our work, when in Palestine itself, all parties, including 
the Revisionist Party, have joined to work together in an 
enlarged Vaad Leumi, is it not strange that an organiza- 
tion of people supposedly interested in Palestine and the 
Zionist cause should make its appeal along lines calculated 
to draw Jews away from the regular channels of upbuild- 
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ing work of Palestine, that they should proclaim that ‘the 


independent character of this work requiring independent 
support will be maintained to the utmost’’? 

Recently, among the women who have been showing 
eat enthusiasm for this organization are many who 
have heretofore been active in other Zionist organizations. 
Some of these have vehemently denied any participation 
in Revisionist work. Others have said they would have 
nothing to do with the American Friends of Jewish 
Palestine if it were allied with the Revisionist move- 
ment. It is significanct that in response to their in- 
quiry as to whether this had anything to do with 
the Revisionist Movement, the leaders, a Rabbi and a 
Professor, replied that there is no connection. The poor 
“innocents” could not doubt the word of the spiritual 
leader and scholar. But is it not strange that these women, 
some of whom have had their training in an organization 
whose every penny is accounted for, whose books are 
ublic records for everyone interested to see, should not 
demand to know where the money contributed to this 
organization goes, how it is expended and who is responsi- 
ble for it? Who or what is this “Group’’—with a capital 
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‘“G’—abroad? Who are the men behind it? Who are 
the responsible people and to whom are they responsible? 
“It was then that a Group abroad, with whose historic 
and rightful efforts the American Friends now cooperate” 
(quoted from the pamphlet). Apparently the “Group” 
has been operating for some time. Under what name? 
Why is it not mentioned? Doesn’t the honorable Rabbi 
know it? Or is the Professor ashamed of it? Or can it not 
stand the light of day? ‘No, afraid of the dire conse- 
quences—arrest, incarceration, etc., if the names of the 
men are divulged”—one of the women stated. Where 
will they be arrested? The immigrants they claim to be 
transporting are illegal only in Palestine. 

There punishment would await these men. But in 
Europe?-——However, let their names continue to be 
a dark secret. Who is the Group? It may be a legal entity 
but it cannot be incarcerated. Could it by the remotest 
chance be the Revisionist or the New Zionist Group? 
Would not intelligent men and women, particularly Zion- 
ists, before they further support the American Friends of 
Jewish Palestine, stop to find out? 

BERT GOLDSTEIN 











League For Labor Palestine 











Dr. Alexander S. Kohanski re- 
signed as National Secretary of the 
League for Labor Palestine, as of 
November 24, 1939, due to develop- 
ments in his personal affairs. Dr. 
Kohanski will, of course, retain his 
active interest in the League in a 
volunteer capacity. Dr. Joseph Dia- 
mond will assume the position of Na- 
tional Secretary of the League not 
later than January 1, 1940. Dr. Dia- 
mond has been Principal of the He- 
brew School in Worcester, Mass., 
and President of the New England 
Region of the Hebrew Teachers’ As- 
sociation, whose organizational affairs 
he has conducted with marked success. 
In the interim until Dr. Diamond 
comes into the office, the work of the 
national office will go on under the 
administration of Mr. Pinchas Cruso, 
National Vice-Chairman; and Dr. 
Herman Seidel, Chairman of the Ac- 
tions Committee. 


AKRON, OHIO: Miss _ Esther 
Sternberg, Secretary of the recently- 
organized chapter in Akron, Ohio, 
writes: ‘The members consist "of 
teachers and business workers. Our 
Otganization is now in the process 
of expansion and we hope to be of 
greater service to the cause of tle 
League -in the near future.” The 
Chapter has elected a slate of officers 
for the current season. 


ALBANY, N. Y.: The Albany 
Chapter is planning a Chanukah Cele- 
bration for Wednesday evening, De- 
tember 13th, instead of its usual 
monthly lecture-meeting. The next 


lecture-meeting will take place Wed- 
nesday evening, January 17th, with a 
guest speaker to be designated by the 
tational office. 


DR. MAY BERE, delegate from the 
Histadrut, will meet with the League 
chapters in Hartford, Conn. (Decem- 
ber 4) ; Baltimore, Md. (during week 
of December 4) ; and the Twin Cities 
(Minneapolis and St. Paul) December 
14 and 16. 


LOS ANGELES, CAL.: Miss Ethel 
Cohn informs that the SHOSHA- 
NAH CHAPTER is at present en- 
gaged in its campaign for the J.N.F. 


New York City: 

BRONX: The Bronx Council 
sponsored a social-cultural gathering 
on November 19, with Baruch Zucker- 
man, Histadrut delegate, as speaker; 





and Channah Amsterdam and Rose 
Blumkin in a song and dance recital. 

A new chapter, the DAVID BEN 
GURION CHAPTER, has been or- 
ganized in the Bronx, under the lead- 
ership of Mr. and Mrs.- Samuelson, 
and Mr. and Mrs. M. J. Schulweise. 
The first meeting of the chapter took 
place, November 19, with Dr. A. 
Kohanski, and Mr. Abraham G. 
Duker as the principal speekers of the 
evening, and Dr. I. Farber as Chair- 
man. The Ben Gurion Chapter will 
have a Chanukah Concert and Celebra- 
tion Saturday, December 23, with 
Isaac Hamlin as guest speaker, and an 
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interesting musical and literary pro- 
gram. 

The EVA BERKOWITZ CHAPTER 
met on November 21, with Levi So- 
shuk as guest speaker. Mr. Soshuk 
spoke on “Palestine and the Second 
World War”. 

The BROOKLYN CHAPTER held 
its last meeting on December 4, with 
Israel Mereminski, Histadrut delegate, 
as guest speaker. 

The BROOKLYN COUNCIL 
sponsored a theatre party for ‘Chaver 
Nachman” on November 14, as a re- 
sult of which it has raised almost 
$150. 

The KADIMAH CHAPTER met 
on November 12 and heard a lecture 
by E. M. Edelstein, on “The Role of 
Palestine in the Present Situation.” 
The chapter is planning a “Game 
Night” in celebration of Chanukah 
for Sunday, December 10, at its reg- 
ular meeting place, the East New 
York, Y. M. and Y. W. H. A., 645 
Sheffield Avenue, Brooklyn. 


NEW CHAPTERS: The organiza- 
tion at the New Utrecht High School, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., the “Friends of 
Palestine”, with Rabbi N. Frishberg 
as President, is seriously considering 
affiliating with the League for Labor 
Palestine. The Executive Committee 
has recommended to the members that 
they approve the suggested affiliation. 
The results of the referendum to the 
membership are not yet complete. The 
“Friends of Palestine” met on Novem- 
ber 28, and heard Hayim Greenberg, 
editor of the “Jewish Frontier,” lec- 
ture on the topic, “A Labor Common- 
wealth in Palestine.” A lively and 
interesting discussion followed. 

SYRACUSE, N. Y.: Mr. Morris 
Swartz, Chairman of the Syracuse 
Chapter, informs that the Cultural 
Committee has been at work and has 
planned the program of several meet- 
ings; also that the chapter plans to 
raise funds by means of one or more 
public meetings with prominent 
speakers. . 

PHILADELPHIA, PA.: Mr. Her- 
man Lazarus, Chairman of the Phil- 
adelphia League Council, reports that 
all three Philadelphia League chapters 
have been reorganized. All have elect- 
ed their respective officers and have 
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HOW MY FAMILY LOVE. 
THESE KOSHER 
BAKED BEANS 


The 


ORTHODOX JEWISH 


CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA 
The seal of approval @ is on the front of the label 
Serve a dish that everybody loves—HEINZ VEGETARIAN 
BEANS. They’re oven-baked, of course ... then crowned 


with a crimson tomato sauce. 
delicatessen store and grocery store, catering to Jewish trade. 
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“The Center of English-Speaking Jews’ 





Modern Conveniences, Operated by 
Americans, Patronized by Leading 
Jews, American Table and Hygiene 


Abraham Fish, C. C. N. Y. '14, looks 
forward to greeting fellow alumni 
on their to Eretz 
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" heen meeting regularly: Dr. Abraham 
Milgram addressed the October 16 
meeting of the Strawberry Mansion on 
“The Effects of War on Palestine”. Dr. 
Rachel Yarden addressed their Novem- 
ber meeting on “Immigration in Pales- 
tine’; also the dinner meeting of the 
Hanita chapter on November 16. The 
Wynnefield chapter initiated its ac- 
tivities of the season with a social 
evening at which Rabbi Aaron Decter 
addressed a large-sized audience. 


The latest activity of the Phila- 
delphia Council is a local League 
mimeographed publication, t h e 
“League Reporter’, the first issue of 
which appeared on November 10. Mr. 
Abraham Segal is editor of the “Re- 
porter’. 


Many of the League chapters 
throughout the country have respond- 
ed to the appeal of the Hechalutz for 
contributions of money, clothes, etc., 
to meet the loss suffered by the mem- 
bers of the Hechalutz at the Farm in 
Cream Ridge, N. J. as a result of the 
recent fire there. 


MANHATTAN CHAPTER: On 
December 7, the Manhattan Chapter 
will have an “Open Meeting”, at the 
Congregation B'nai Jeshurun, 270 
| West 89th Street, New York, featuring 





a round-table discussion on “Palestine 
and the War’’, in which the following 
will participate: George Cohen, John 
H. Friedrich, S. Alex Sterenbuch, 
Michael M. Stolzberg. The Manhat- 
tan Chapter is sponsoring a theatre 
party for the Theatre Guild produc- 
tion, “The Time of Your Life” for 
Tuesday evening, December 12. 





! BRONX COUNCIL: will hold a 


theatre benefit on Friday evening De- 
cember 15, for the World Premiere 
performance of Sholom Aleichem’s 
play, ‘“Ven Ich Bin Rothschild”, Mau- 
tice Schwartz's production at the Yid- 
dish Art Theatre, in New York City. 
A few choice seats are still available. 
Call the League office and leave your 
§ order. (WAtkins 9-5288). 








Our field representative, Mr. Oscar 
J. Freedel, will visit Detroit and a few 
communities in Ohio during this 
month for the purpose of promoting 
a subscription campaign. 





League members and friends of our 
publication are urged to give Mr. 





Freedel their fullest cooperation. 
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“Didn't Little Boys Get Trains, Grandpa?”’ 


“No, sonny, not when I was a little boy. You see, Santa Claus hadn’t learned 
how to make electric trains, or automobiles, or airplanes then. I used 


to get a jackknife or a pair of mittens for Christmas. You're a lucky boy!” 


OYS and girls aren’t the only lucky ones these days. Just check 
over the things you have, and ask yourself how many of them 
a family like yours could have had even a generation ago. Certainly 
not your radio or your electric refrigerator. Probably not your auto- 
mobile, or even your electric lights. And there are thousands of other 
things—now available in a wide variety and at a reasonable price— 


that were unknown or prohibitively expensive only a few years ago. 


Yes, we say we are lucky today. But it wasn’t luck that made all these 
things available to us. It was American industry—its scientists, engi- 
neers, and workmen—who developed these new products, improved 
them, made them less expensive so that more millions of people can 


enjoy them. 


More than any other one thing, the increasing use of electricity in 
industry has helped in this progress. For more than 60 years, General 
Electric has pioneered in making electricity more useful to the American 


people—in creating More Goods for More People at Less Cost. 


G-E research and engineering have saved the public from ten to one hundred 
dollars for every dollar they have earned for General Electric 
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In The Poale Zion Party é 








In the Central Committee 


At its last meetings, the Central 
Committee of the Party took up the 
matter of the coming United Pales- 
tine Ae ype In this connection the 
proposed agreement between the Ke- 
ren Hayesod and the Jewish National 
Fund was discussed and the line to 
be followed by our chaverim in the 
two committees was decided on. The 
Central Committee heard reports of 
the Political Emergency Committee of 
the various American Zionist groups 
and a report of the negotiations of the 
American Jewish Congress and the 
Joint Distribution Committee con- 
cerning relief for East European Jews. 
It was decided after a long discus- 
sion that our representatives in the 
Zionist Emergency Committee should 
demand more activity on the part of 
this committee in the ‘current politi- 
cal questions. As regards relief, the 
Central Committee favored a great 
popular drive affiliated with the Joint 
Distribution Committee drive. It also 
demanded a broadened administration 
of the Joint in order to allow for a 
broader representation of Jewish mass 
organizations. 

Referendum 

All members of the Party will vote 
on a referendum concerning the Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress and the Jewish 
Labor Committee in the course of 
December. At its last convention, the 
Party decided in a majority vote to 
remain in the American Jewish Con- 
gress. The referendum is to ratify 
or reject this convention decision. A 
lively discussion on this issue is now 
being conducted in all Party units. 


Emergency Political 
Relief Fund 

In response to the urgent cables 
of our leading chaverim in Poland, 
requesting help for our chaverim in 
distress, the Party has launched a 
campaign for $50,000 in conjunction 
with the Jewish National Workers’ 
Alliance and the Pioneer Women’s 
Organization. The fund, known as 
the Emergency Political Relief Fund, 
includes within it the Oifboy Fund 
which until now took care of the local 
needs of the Party in this country, 
such as press and propaganda (Yid- 
disher Kemfer and Jewish Frontier 
etc.), assistance to the Labor Zionist 
youth movement Young Poale Zion 
Alliance and Habonim, etc. This 
year the Jewish National Workers’ Al- 
liance has undertaken to raise $10,000 
for the Emergency Political Relief 
Fund, the Pioneer Women’s Organiza- 
tion has assumed a quota of $7,500, 
and the remainder is to be raised by 


the Party branches. The response un- 
til now has been very encouraging. 
The Jewish National Workers’ Alli- 
ance has raised $7,000 towards its 
quota; considerable amounts have 
been raised by the various cities and 
the campaign is now in full swing 
throughout the country. 


Important Visitors from 
Palestine and Europe 


During the last few weeks a series 
of important guests and leading Labor 
Zionist personalities from Palestine 
and Europe have arrived in this coun- 
try. These include Dr. A. Tartakower, 
member of the secretariat of the Poale 
Zion World Bureau, known Jewish 
economist and leading chaver of our 
movement in Poland, here now in the 
capacity of delegate from the World 
Jewish Congress; Eliyahu Golomb, 
member of the Central Committee of 
the Mapai (Palestine Jewish Labour 
Party) ; Dr. Georg Landauer, director 
of the Council for German Jews in 
Palestine, who has come here as a 
delegate from the World Zionist Ex- 
ecutive; Professor M. Lazarson, at 
one time leader of our Party in Latvia, 
and known authority on international 
law, who has lived in Palestine for 
the last few years; and Manya Sho- 
chat colorful personality of the Yi- 
shuv, and one of the first women 
pioneers in Palestine. 


American Department 


of World Bureau 


Upon the request of the World 
Bureau of the Party, which is situated 
in Palestine, an American Bureau is 
being organized in this country as a 
section of the secretariat in Palestine. 
This Bureau will maintain contacts 
with Party sections throughout the 
world. Dr. A. Tartakower has been 
appointed as secretary of the American 
Bureau. 





THE 
MODERN SCHOOL 


OF 
LAKEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 


A resident progressive school for boys and 
girls from kindergarten to eighth grade. 
Children accepted during semester. 


Write for information to 
JAS. H. DICK, 115 Carey Street 
Lakewood, N. J. Phone: Lakewood 1007 

















EMONT PARK 
RMONK N.Y. 


A Country Estate in the Scenic Hills 
- of Westchester Co. 

Spacious modern house Enchanting scenery 

Library. Fireplace. Small private lake. Horse 
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Something Different — 
First Time in New York 


GRAND CARNIVAL] 
IN OLD VIENNA 


and INTERNATIONAL REVUE] 


IN 2 ACTS. CAST OF 
25 DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN ACTORS 
Gay continental orchestra. Carnival 
Frolics by the "Alt-Wien" Ensemble. 
Dance Contests. Prizes. 3 
Sat. Eve.. Jan. 13, 1940 ‘ 
at F 
* ROYAL WINDSOR *f 
66th STREET AND BROADWAY 
TICKETS: $1.10, $1.65 & $2.20, tax incl. ff 
1,500 good orchestra seats at $1.10. 
AUSPICES: 
"The Theatre in Exile’ Ensemble 
MANAGEMENT: 
NEW MUSICAL ENTERPRISES 
‘1560 Broadway LAckawanna 4-3832§ 


Benefit arrangements for organizations. 











NEW LORRAINE 
All Conveniences 
MODERATE RATES 


Intellectual Atmosphere, Excel- 
lent Cuisine Entertainments 


S. Margolis and Alex Brandenberg 
21—7th STREET LAKEWOOD. N. J. 


Tel.: Lakewood 679 

















LAKEWOOD HALL} 


(Chartered) 


FORMERLY FISCHEL SCHOOL 
1lth and Madison Sts. Lakewood, N. J.#f 
Phone: Lakewood 781 


A progressive school for Jewish boys and 
girls, ages 3!/, to 16, in the heart of theff 
jlorious Pine country. Kindergarten, ele-ff 
mentary, and high school education up to 
and including 2nd year. Kindergarten} 
children our specialty. 
Yome-like atmosphere—individual atten-#f 
tion —- choicest cuisine — moderate rates. ff 
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The LAKE VIEW 


is preferred for choicest lo- 
cation, homey atmosphere 
and excellent cuisine. 
Moderate Rates 
59 Madison Avenue 
Lakewood, N. J. 
Tel. Lakewood 287 or 963 
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